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CALL FOR THE THIRD NATIONAL CONFERENCE
~OF THE SPARTACIST LEAGUE OF THE U.S.

——

24 August 1972

To all Committees and
Members of the SL/US:

The Political Bureau hereby calls the Third National Conference
(ninth national gathering of our tendency) to convene in New York City
on Friday, 24 November, and to continue through two more days of
Thanksgiving weekend, Saturday and Sunday, 25-26 November.

PROPOSED AGENDA

. t‘I‘he PB proposes that the Conference agenda include the following
points:

(1) Organization of Conference including adoption of agenda
and creation of commissions on special sectors of work
and organizational questions;

(2) Local and fraction reports; Conference credentials report;

(3) Transformation of the SL with emphasis on press policy and
perspectives, international movement, trade union policy,
woman question-~in the context of internal SL obstacles and
strengths in implementation--and including reports from
relevant commissions;

(4) Report from RCY National Committee;

(5) National Organizational Report including fraction and
regional concentration perspectives and strengthening the
national structure and press;

(6) Review of Organizational Rules and Report from Control
Commission;

(7) Election of new Central Committee and Control Commission.

PRE-CONFERENCE DISCUSSION

The SL pre-Conference discussion period formally opens with the
publication of this Internal Discussion Bulletin containing this
Conference Call and the Memorandum on the Transformation of the SL
adopted at the last Central Committee Plenary meeting. A substantial
extension and elaboration of the Transformation Memo has been drafted
and is presently being edited for introduction into the Conference
discussion. The attention of the membership is also directed to the
recently issued Internal Information Bulletin no. 14 (June 1972)
which contains information and analyses relevant to the forthcoming
Conference. Accumulated material for several more Internal Bulletins
is already on hand--on the split in the German Trotskylst movement,
on trade union policy, on the internal situation, as well as other

material.
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The Internal Bulletin 1s open to all members to write on subjects
listed in the proposed agenda or on other questions. To insure the
publication of any long and/or last minute material, the PB directs
that any document over forty single-spaced pages in length, or in
the last month before the Conference any over twenty pages, or in
the last week (i.e., on or after Saturday, 18 November) over five
pages, or within a day of the Conference any document at all, must
be previously negotiated and arranged for with the National Office.
All copy 18 to be submitted typed and double=spaced.

Every local body of the SL has the responsibility of scheduling
ample formal time in the pre-Conference period for oral presentation
and discussion of all subjects in dispute within the organization.

ELECTING DELEGATES

The PB establishes the following uniform rules for electing
delegates to the National Conference:

Only full members of the SL in good standing and who have paid
their Conference assessment may vote for or run as delegates. To
qualify as a full member that comrade, if new, must both have been
admitted to full membership prior to the meeting at which voting
takes place and have been admitted to candidate membership prior to
the date of the opening of pre-Conference discussion, i.e. prior /
to the date of this circular. Good standing iz defined as not being
in arrears in sustaining pledge, 1.e. a member must be fully paid up
for the month prior to that in which voting for delegates takes place.

The number of delegates' votes at the Conference from each
local will be determined at the time of voting for political positions
and delegates in each local or organizing committee. Proxy voting
by absent members in the election of delegations is prone to amblguity
or manipulation and should not be encouraged. For example, if the
member's absence is for reason of work, then evidence that the worker
would be fired for the absence from the job should be required to
validate a proxy vote. If the comrade claims 1illness then concrete
evidence of incapacitating illness must be presented. Vacatlons are
manifestly voluntary absenses., Moreover an unambiguous written state-
ment of position must be presented by the absent member. It is
impermissible for locals, factions or anyone else to place binding
instructions upon delegates as to positions or votes to be taken at
the National Conference. To proceed otherwise would fundamentally
undermine the purpose of a Conference. The delegates must be free
to change their minds in the course of debates.

Each member voting for a position shall be represented by one
third of a delegate. Only those members voting for a position defined
by a national or local written document, statement, or amendment shall
be counted in establishing the number of delegates' votes from the
local. Negative votes, abstentions, not voting or absence from the
meeting do not serve as affirmative positions upon which to elect
delegates. The local as a body shall certify the results of the
elections. Unresolved disputes together with full documentation
should be referred to the National Conference for final decision.
Comrades who have recently moved between localities shall vote, 1n
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person or by proxy, in the local body that they were members of during
the majority of the pre-Conference period.

Alternate delegates may be elected in numbers not exceeding the
number of regular delegates. Since the members and alternates of
the outgoing Central Committee will be proposed as fraternal delegates
at the Conference, they should not run for regular delegateships if
other qualified comrades in their localities and holding their posi-"—
tions are avallable for election. Members~at-large may not vote for
delegates, but they may be made delegates by proxy. Active m-a-ls
may also be recommended for fraternal status at the Conference.

The PB 1s recommending to the RCY that the incoming National
Committee of the RCY send a delegation of five with full votes to
the SL National Conference.

FACTIONAL DIVISION

Factional division in selecting delegates must be based upon
counterposing written declarations of position against one another in
voting. After the vote for defining positions those who voted for
each position shall caucus separately to select their delegates,
following which the local as a whole shall certify the results and
issue delegates' credentials.,

The members' votes for each position must be compacted into the
closest approximation to one full Conference vote for each delegate.
Every delegate then shall cast no more than 1 1/3 nor less than 2/3
full delegate's vote at the Conference. If comrades 1n a glven local
and holding a common position are unable to send to the Conference
the full number of delegates they are entitled to they may appoint
proxy delegates from other locals. Such proxy assignment must also
be certified by the local committee from which 1t occurs. In particu-
lar, while no solitary supporter of a position in a local commlittee
may, by that comrade's own vote alone, be a delegate, slnce delegates
casting only 1/3 of a full vote are excluded, that comrade may grant
by proxy his 1/3 delegate status to a comrade in another locality
who holds the same position and who is not already casting 1 1/3
delegate votes,

In general: (where n is 1, 2, 3, 4....)

(1) for a faction of 3n members in a local there will be n
delegates each with one full vote;

(2) for 3n-1, there will be n-l delegates with one full
vote each and one other with 2/3 of a full vote;

(3) for 3n+l, there will be n-1 delegates with one full vote
each and one other with 1 1/3 full vote.

In the election of delegates: 1in the case of 3n-l comrades
voting for a position, that successful candidate who gets least
votes would be the one with only 2/3 of a delegate vote; in the case
of 3n+l, the candidate getting the most votes would be the one with
1 1/3 of a delegate vote. In the event of tiles where differentiation
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is needed or if some candidate(s) falls to get an absolute majority

of votes for the available delegateships, run-offs must be held. 1In no
no case will "bulleted" ballots be counted, all ballots must show

votes for the full number of delegate slots available.

To take a complicated, hypothetical example (of a Local Committee
with 35 members):

(A) 5 members are either still candidate members at the time of

the meeting at which the vote for positions and delegates takes place
and/or had not been admitted to candidacy prior to the date of the
Conference call; 2 full members are not in financial good standing

at the time of voting; 3 are absent from the meeting eilther without
good cause or do not send 1n proxy votes; 4 comrades abstain on the
vote for definlng positions; and one does not vote--none of the above
can either vote for or be a delegate.

(B) 13 comrades vote for one position--they elect 4 delegates cast-
ing 1, 1, 1 and 1 1/3 votes respectively. (not e.g. 5 delegates with
1, 1, 1, 2/3, 2/3 votes each); 5 comrades vote for another position--
they elect 2 delegates casting 1 and 2/3 votes respectively; one
comrade votes for a nationally declared tendency and assigns his 1/3
delegate vote to an otherwise qualified tendency supporter in another
area; finally one comrade votes a position unique to himself and
lacking even one other cothinker in the SL 1is not entitled to get
that position on the floor of the Conference to command the time and
attention of the delegates.

This system of representation is both a fairer and more sensitive
refinement on that formerly employed in the SL and generally in the
soclalist movement in the U.S. In particular with a three-way divi-
sion in a local, under the o0ld system in some cases an equltable allo-
cation of the delegates was impossible, And, more seriously, any
widely, but thinly, spread tendency was severely under-represented at
the Conference.

ADDITIONAL NOTES

1. The PB has voted a ten dollar Conference assessment upon all
members, full and candidate, to be paid by the time of voting on
positions and delegates. The principal purpose for thls money 1s to
assist in the travel expenses of delegates from more distant areas,
thus tending to equalize the burdens 1involved, Therefore, this money
is to be forwarded immediately and in entirety to the National Office
by the locals and members-at-large. Sympathizers attending the
Conference shall also pay the assessment. Those comrades who also
attend the RCY Conference held just prior to the SL Conference may
deduct the RCY Conference assessment from that paid the SL so that no
one be required to pay a double assessment.

2. All SL and RCY members are invited and strongly urged to attend
the National Conference as visitors. Sympathizers may be invited to
attend by local committees or, subject to review from the National
Office, by organizing committees and members-at-large. Attendance
by representatives of other tendencles should be handled by the
Political Bureau. In view of the national growth of the SL and RCY,
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accomodation in NYC comrades' homes can be assured only for delegates.
While some additional private housing will likely be available and
every effort will be made to house comrades and friends, non-delegates
should be prepared to pay for hotels or personally make other arrange-
ments,

3. At the Conference only regular delegates or seated alternates

and fraternal delegates will normally have speaking rights. All
delegates with speaking rights will have equal time to speak 1in the
rounds whatever their status or the weight of their vote. In voting,
delegates or their seated alternates will cast decisive votes; frat-
ernal delegates will cast consultative votes. Standard Lenlnist
practice is for sessions on organizational and personnel questions

to be closed to all but full, seated alternate and fraternal delegates,

~adopted by Political Bureau
meeting, No. 55,
24 August 1972



INTRODUCTORY NOTE ON THE MATERIALS
FROM THE LAST PLENUM

The last Plenum took the following action on the documents
introduced to it and consequently this 1s their current status:

The general line of the Transformation Memo was adopted unani-
mously along with the recommendation that the PB expand point 6.
(on the impact of the world crisis on social relations and the
class struggle in the U.S.) in the light of the plenum discussion.

The general line of comrade Seymour's economic addendum, deleting
the last paragraph, was adopted, also unanimously.

The CWC Theses were unanimously adopted, "holding over for
additional discussion the three theses on the black question for
further research and discussion, hold over section 42 to be put in
historical context; point on caucus to be added, points 83 and 84 to
be put in historical context."

The draft Spartacist Trade Union Program was recelved too late
to be discussed and consequently any action on it was deferred. It
currently has therefore no formally defined status., Informally it
has won wide general acceptance in the SL. A number of suggested
improvements and extensions have been proposed over the past months.
The trade union commission plans an extensive reworking prior to the
coming Conference. The draft which is undated and unsigned was
written in late August-early September, 1971, Jjust before the Plenum.
It was written by comrade Kinder in consultation with Nelson and
Jennings. The draft was based on the NYC revised Workers Action
program originally written in the Bay Area.

The "Theses on the Women's Liberation Movement" were highly
controversial at the Plenum, but in the absence of any counterposed
position were not voted, being accepted instead as a contribution to
a continuing discussion.

The "Comments on the South" which proposed to center our Southern
regional work on New Orleans, led in discussion to general recognition
that glven the structure of the South, no single center would serve,
but rather that we must look toward building bases in two areas--
Atlanta and Houston.

National Office
23 August 1972



internal--for members only

Memorandum to the CC on the Transformation of the SL

1. The tasks facing the Spartacist League and the capacity of the
SL as a revolutionary Marxist organization have both been qualita-
tively transformead through an interacting process. The crisis and
breakdown of the post-World War II configuration of the world capi-
talist system, dominated by American imperlalism, has been marked by
the catastrophic conseqguences of the American involvement in Vietnam,
the French general strike of 1968 and the definitive collapse of the
"American century" with Nixon's new fiscal and economic policles,
which mark the forced abdication by the U.S. of the role of worlid po-
liceman and the reversion of American imperialism tc merely the
strongest of several competing units., These developments have of
course also been conditioned and paralleled by the political decompo-
sition of the deformed workers state bloc, above all the Russia/China
split.

These developments have uniquely been contlnuously noted, anal-
yzed and conclusions drawn from them for the proletarian struggle 1n
the press of the SL over the past several years, and in a ccmprehen-~
sive fashion in the 1969 resolution, "Development and Tasks of the
Spartacist League."

2. The working class internationally has now recovered from the
destructive consequences of the second World War, the primitive ef-
fort and fallures of the proletariat at the end of the war to assert
its power through the framework of massive nationalistic Stalinist
and social democratic movements, and the ensuing subordination of the
class struggle in many lands to the pervasive anti-Communist mobili-
zation organized and led by U.S. imperialism., A whole new generation
of young workers has grown up unscarred by earlier defeats but inno-
cent of earlier hard-won lessons. Skentical of what 1t knows as "the
establishment," 1t demonstrates in a sharply increasing way great
spontaneous energy and combativity. While as always these struggles
are fought out within the framework of given national states their
international impact 1is frequently not only immediate but extends de-
cisively through the "Iron Curtain” which despite the intentions of
capitalist imperialists and Stalinist bureaucrats alike goes not to
bedrock but only cuts ac¢ross surface phenomena. The demand "Workers
of the Uorld Unlte!" has never had greater validity.

3. Thus the stage 1s belng set for a new round of intensified class
struggle quite capable of challenging and overthrowing the power of
the bourgeoisie, and the obJective conditions for the building of
mass revolutionary parties and for the rebuilding of the Fourth In-
ternational necessary to consummate such seizures of power by the
proletariat is not only objectively highly favorable but crucial in
the period which we have entered.

by, The declsive defeat of the proletariat would lead in a direct
fashion to the third World War fought with nuclear weapons. With the
re-emergence of gqualitatively sharvened inter-imperialist rivalries
and the corresponding breaking up of the American-imposed system of
military alliances, the earlier deterrence imposed by the Russian nu-
clear shield (the "Workers Bomb" so sneered at by left social demo-
crats) to a nuclear third World War is lost. In the previous period
the qualitatively greater contradictions of capitalist imperialism
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were counterpcosed to the lack of urgent expansionist drives bﬁ even
the deformed workers states which together with the powerful Russian
military capacity combined to produce a relative global stalemate.
This equilibrium 1s being superceded by a vista in which the earlier
class-differentiated blocs are being absorbed into inter-imperialist
power rivalries and the earlier tendency of nuclear military capacity
by the deformed workers states objectively to buy time for the prole-
tariat to regroup is undercut. The initial impact of new and major
revolutionary workers struggles can be expected to cut across these
power blocs and refocus general capitalist hostility on the exlsting
workers states as well, as felt sources of the "red menace."

In the new situation, the bureaucracies of the deformed workers
states, despite thelr qualitatively greater vulnerability to social
upheaval, cannot and do not deter an inter-imperialist holocaust but
acquiesce to the game of great power politics., Thus the political
revolution destroying these bureaucracies 1s central to the struggle
against imperialist war., The vague outlines of the new alignments
are already taking shape: the U.S., China, West Germany, England vs.
Russia, Japan, India, France, Italy. The outcome of thils projection
represents at a minimum a terrible setback to human culture and pos-
sibly fulfilling the negative alternative of Karl Marx's "either so-
cialism or barbarism" with the obliteration of the human specles.

5. Not only has the proletariat acquired renewed capacity for
struggle, but it has become urgent that this struggle result in new
selzures of power shattering the capitalist system. Hence once again
the subjective crisis of leadership within the workers movement comes
to the fore: put more concretely the whole outcome hinges upon the
struggle to rebuild the Fourth International of powerful sections--
mass revolutionary parties.

6. The impact of this world crisis upon social relations and class
struggle domestically in the U.S. has been initially contradictory.
The freshening of struggle has first shown itself in rebelliousness
among sections of the essentially petty-bourgeois youth and student
milieux, together with violent outbreaks, bitterness and an inward-
turning by the Black section of the population in the face of an ap-
parent hopelessness to improve thelr lot within a nation which, from
their vantage point, appears not only implaccably racist and hostile
but unchanging. The white sections of the proletariat and lower mid-
dle class, also increasingly burdened and disgruntled, and themselves
reflecting a conclusion drawn from several decades of soclal stagna-
tion--that little more can be extracted from the ruling class--react
with hostility to the demands of the Black people and with sometime
hysterla to the rebellious youth contemptuous of "educational advan-
cement" which has been taken by large sections of the American prole-
tariat as the key to personal emancipation, i.e., class advancement.

7. The most evident of these antagonisms is that of Black vs. white
but throughout the productive process the tendency is very strong for
one group of workers to seek to advance themselves at the expense of
another, and this tendency extends beyond antagonism within the na-
tional framework alone: thus Mexican is pitted against Black worker
in the Southwest, American auto or steel worker against German and
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Japanese, longshoreman against teamster, American against foreign
seaman.,

8. Thus domestically the central axis for the intervention of Mar:i-
ists must turn on assisting and transforming appetites in the mass
for a larger share of economic and social gain at the expense of other
sections of the population 1nto an interlinked and concerted struggle
for social gain at the expense of the ruling class, a struggle which
tends to go toward the expropriation of the bourgeoisie. Powerful
objective forces press in this direction, but if the revolutionists
are not present to raise those demands which manifestly unify the
class by benefitting all its sections, especially the most oppressed,
and at the expense of the bourgeoisie, the working people will be de~
flected by capitalism's lieutenants, the trade union bureaucrats, the
revisionists and reformists, the petty-bourgeois nationalists.

9. It should be stressed that in the U.S. too there is now through-
cut industry a young generation of workers of great demonstrable mi-
litancy and indifferent to the anti-Communism which paralyzed their
fathers and older brothers and which led to the present desperately
conservative and undemocratic labor movement, which is grossly incom-
petent even in giving a pretense of serving the workers' needs. This
unlon apparatus has now been rendered unstable and can be shattered.
Again, whether it 1is replaced by slicker fakers or by revoluticnists
depends in good part upon the revolutionists themselves.

* # #

10. The Spartacist tendency had its geneslis within the Socialist
Workers Party when in early 1961 1t crystallized initially around the
Cuban question, upholding and insisting upon the validity of the per-
manent revolution, on the necessarily dominant role of the proletar-
iat in achieving a workers state such as that created by the Bolshevik
reveiution, and on the necessary role of the revolutionary Marxist.
party in leading that proletariat to victory.

11. In late 1962 with' Healy's connivance Wohlforth split away a mi=-
nority. At the end of 1963 the tendency underwent expulsion from the
SWP. With the first issue of Spartacist in early 1964 there were
perhaps twenty-five more or less solid supporters. Over the next two
years the tendency grew rapidly, nearly tripling in size by the time
of the Founding Conference of the Spartacist League over Labor Day
1966, But there were several weaknesses despite opr within this growth
and despite the considerable theoretical, programmatic and political
developnent of the tendency.

The main mass work of the Spartacist had been in the civil rights
movement North and South. Tils ended with the defeat and disintegra-
tion of this movement and the Black Nationalist freeze. Additionally
much of the numerical growth of the Spartacist tendency was of a mis-
cellaneous character, individuals joining on a rather loose catch-all
basis because we loomed large as a Trotskyist group to the left of
the SWP at a time in which radicals were beginning to recognize its
rightward swing. Pinally, the definitive rupture with the Socialist
Labour League's International Committee, while it resulted within the
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U.S, in a small immedlate accretion of forces from Wohlforth to us,
was discouraging because it indicated that we would have to endure
national isolation for an undefined but not short period of time.

12. Through 1967 our membership levelled off and dropped a little,
and there was little systematic Ilnvolvement in mass work. Our most
notable failure was our inability to intervene in a systematic and
large~-scale way in the SDS despite our own recognition since 1965
that this was the prime fileld for youth and student work. The weak-
ness of the National Office created more overt sources of dissatis-
faction through lack of regular productlion of Political Bureau min-
utes and especially over our poor press regularity and frequency.
The attempt to improve the situation adopted at the New Year's 1968
Plenum was however overtaken by a factional explosion which preoccu-~
pied the SL leadership and cadre throughout 1968,

13. That year of factional struggle created the SL as it is present-
ly shaped and completed the pre-conditions for our present transfor-
mation. Notably, the maln factional discussion material and summar=-
les which have been assembled in four membership bulletins constitute
for us our own "In Defense of Marxism," defining again the thinking
and tasks of Marxist revolutionaries. A new layer of comrades came
to the fore in that struggle and today constitutes a precious enrich-
ment of our leading cadre. '

In the aftermath of that struggle we transformed our attitude
toward membership from one of coaxing marginal members to keep func-
tioning as a sort of a favor to one of aggressively purging such peo-
ple with a ruthless attitude of "better less but better." Ross, El-
lens and Turner added all together took out of the SL only some four-
teen people, but from a high of a nominal seventy~five at our Found-
ing Conference, with the individual drop-outs, factional losses and
our own purging we managed to reduce our membership to around forty
by the middle of 1969. Ellens claimed that our membership was a
half soclal democratic and Turner asserted that we lacked a collec=-
tive leadership. By the time we were through fighting them we had
developed a hardened Bolshevik membership and a new collective lead-
ership. In short, for the first time the SIL had created a homogen-
eous, developed cadre.

14, By the time of our second National Conference over Labor Day
1969 we had completed the slow, painful process of laying down in
written form the essentlial programmatic baslis of our tendency. Pro-
gram is not completed in a month or a year; 1t grows out of the con-
scilous synthesis by revolutionists of their experience in struggle
as analyzed in the light of Marxist principle. 1Indeed it was only
in 1928 in the period of the decline of the Communist International
that the CI after nine years of effort adopted a program as such.
The programmatic base of the SL encompasses the material printed in
Marxist Bulletin #9 covering the international question, Black ques-
tion, American question and organizational rules, codified in the
period 1963-69,

15. The pick-up of our invelvement in social struggle in the U.S.
first involved us in a notable way in the student youth field. Fol-
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lowing our intervention in the June 1959 SDS split convention we fi-
nally began in a systematic and, for us, massive way to intervene in
SDS. By New Year's 1970 the Revolutionary Marxist Caucus was formed.
As reflected in its present name, 1t was simultaneously to be a cau-
cus in SDS and, initially rather loosely, an organization of Trotsky-
ist youth.

16. The piecemeal increase in our trade union work led on the West
Coast to the production of the irregular printed paper Workers' Ac-
tion, which was moved to New York and more regularly produced with a
more directly political line.

17. Another area of social unrest became evident, women's libera-
tion, and here too our comrades wherever they were around the country
found themselves compelled to intervene as a pro-working-class, pro-
soclalist, anti-feminist contingent. The highest expression of this
involvement has been the production from the Bay Area of the newspa-~-
per Women and Revolution.

18. The variety of SL-led caucuses, factions and committees in sec=-
tions of the mass movement has given us a considerable organized pe-
riphery, approximately defined by the Mensheviks' old definition of

party membership, i.e. individuals who agree with and work under the
direction of the party. This has not only given us a greater organ-
ized force in comparison to SL membership but has tended to elevate

the quality of membership in the SL itself.

19, Our electoral line in 1968 anticipated our work of the next year
but was largely drowned out by our own factional preoccupation and by
our marginal impact on the rest of the radical and especially the la-
bor movement. Our call for a Labor-Soclalist presidential ticket in
opposition to the SWP candidacy, our attacks upon George Wallace
which almost alone among socialist critics recognized the valid grie-
vances he was catering to with racist demagoguery, in the context of
our attack upon the petty-bourgeoils elitlism and ideological tail-end-
ing of left-liberalism by the Peace and Freedom Parties--i.e., the IS,
PL and the CP--and the little model Assembly campaign through CIPA
which we ran in New York City were the major points in this work.

20. We have never found a suitable organizational embodiment nor
made other than individual recruitment directly from our revolution-
ary working-class oriented opposition to the Vietnam war. Our refu-
sal to give political support and confidence to the NLF¥ or North
Vietnam while resolutely standing for their military victory, our op-
position to class~collaborationist Pop Frontism first expressed or-
ganizationally in our 1965 break with the 5th Avenue Peace Parade
Committee, our opposition to draft refusal, and our constant propa=-
ganda for labor polltical strikes against the war in opposition to
endless peace marches and the individualist confrontationism which
these gestures breed have however given much content to our mass work
in student, labor and women's liberation arenas.

2l. Thus almost every aspect of struggle and motion has found us
compelled to intervene, and in a way qualitatively at variance with
our self-designation as an unstable sub-propaganda group. Since our
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intervention has been as a vanguard nucleus while the reality cf our
forces has been as a sub-propaganda group, in the past three years
we have found ourselves functioning under great tension and vastly
overextended. The PB has been moving since the beginning of this
year to resolve this contradiction by a series of measures to maxe
the leap and resolve the desperate contradictions inherent in our
present functioning as a reversible nucleus of the vanguard party.

22. The key 1s our national center; we have program, cadre and mass
involvement. The objective opportunities and demands upon us are
great. We are determined to concentrate into the center and so or-
ganize our national work as to make this leap possible. When this
projection was made it appeared that we would make this shift at the
cost of creating a new and ironic contradiction--namely a consider-
able weakening of our forces in the leadership of local committees
and the withdrawal of comrades from important mass work. But we de-
termined on this course nonetheless on the assumption that if our
prognosls was correct and our determination steadfast we would win

fresh forces.
% # %

23. The erstwhile Trotskylst movement internationally has felt the
impact of the crisis and the new challenges. The United Secretariat
has both experienced a number of splits to the left and developed a
sharp clash between its leading European sections centered on the
French Ligue Communiste on the one side and the American SWP on the
other. The U.Sec.~SWP antagonism arises essentially out of the di-
vergence between the continuing Pabloist, essentially centrist appe-
tites of the U.Sec. (recently directed at student youth as the
springboard of revolution) and the SWP which uses Marxist "orthodoxy"
as a cover for their ambition to become the new party of reformist
socialism 1In America.

24, The International Committee, essentially a bloc of the British
SLL and the French OCI, together with thelr respective satellites,
teeters on the edge of an open split., The central SLL-0OCI differ-
ence, which 1s of some years' standing, has been sharpened intoler-
ably by the new opportunitles for bullding the world movem2nt which
the Lambert group is energetlically pursuing. The SLL considers that
the Fourth International has been rebullt and that they are it--a
posture of sectarian pretense. The 0CI accurately subtitles its i-
dentification of the IC as "for the reconstruction of the FI." Des-~
pite our agreement on this point, we have several serious differences
with the OCI: (1) their use and justification of theilr own violence
(in circumstances other than of self-defense) or that of the state
against other radicals; (2) their approach to radical youth program-
matically independent from the vanguard party, i.e. treating student-
centered youth as a sort of a separate revolutionary class, i.e. cone
ciliating essentially petty-bourgeois youth impulses; and (3) pre-
tending for years that their bloc with the SLL was a bona fide demo-
cratic centralist international organization and hiding from the
world movement thelr many substantial differences with the SLL in
order to maintain that bloc.

25. In the context of the instability of the self-styled "Interna-
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tionals," a process of several splits among national sections, par-
ticularly from the U.Sec. and its periphery, continues to be evident,
producing independent groups which are in rapid motion away from or
towards one or another of the loosely-defined tendencies of the exis-
ting international Trotskyist movement. It 1is essential that the
Spartacist tendency become a pole of attraction in the sorting-out
process taking place. The question being posed by these opportuni-
ties 1s whether the IC, possibly reorganized under OCI leadership,
will continue to be the main recognized repository of anti-Pabloism,
or whether a process of internal differentiatlion within the sections
and supporters of the IC, combined with the accretion of new forces,
will produce the political clarification necessary to pose the fight
against revisionism on a theoretically and programmatically correct
and principled basis.

This perspective~~which is nothing less than the perspective of
rebulilding the Fourth International through political struggle lead-
ing to a process of splits and fusions--requires not only the inter-
vention of the SL in the international arena, but also reciprocally
the continued strengthening and development of our work domestically
to provide our tendency with the political authority needed for us
to have a significant impact on the international movement.

26. One of the principal failures in our current work has been to
effectively implement the decision arrived at last winter between
our delegation to Europe, the British RCL and the German IKD to
launch an international discussion bulletin, for our part at least
directed toward the crystallization of an essentially homogeneous
international tendency of revolutionary Trotskyists to fight for the
reconstruction of the Fourth International. A compllcating diffi-
culty has been that the IKD and especially the RCL have chosen to
take a somewhat exclusive approach to the bulletin, limiting invita-
tions to participate in it only to those national tendencies which
they know fairly well and which meet particular but ill-defined cri-
teria, rather than throwing it open to all those tendencies claiming
to be Trotskylst and standing for example to the left of the U.Sec,
However, our main problem has been the press of domestic work such
that the comrade assigned to spend at least half his time on the in-
terrnational movement has been compelled to spend half his time away
from the center over the last period. It 1s therefore proposed that
an editorial staff of some five comrades experienced in the interna-
tional movement and/or able translators be established at the Plenum
with a collective responsibllity for the early production of this

bulletin.
¥ % U

27. In recognition of the unlocking of the existing radical tenden-
cies in the U.S. under the impact of objective events we have raised
beginning with Spartacist #14 and pursued through the last eighteen
months an active regroupment policy centered upon Progressive Labor
in view of their sharp turn against the Stallnist states and nation-
alism in favor of a crude proletarian revolutionary orientation.

But our regroupment orientation has deliberately had a wider charac-
ter; among the main U.S. tendencies we have noted a certain polari-

zation in the SWP-YSA (now loosely crystallized in the Proletarian
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Orientation and Communist factions) and a bulge to the left on the
part of the International Soclalists (discovery of the working class,
for the military victory of the NLF, formal avowal of Leninism on the
organizational question). It is not now possible to foresee where
this process will end or where it will lead.

28. Account must be taken of the alignment of the ostensible revolu-
tionary organizations at the National Peace Action Coalition in New
York in July, organized by the SWP-YSA with some CP support. This
conference was the first overt realization of the Popular Front the
SWP has been striving for. U.S. Senator Vance Hartke and Victor Reu-
ther, head of the UAW's International Department--i.e. key elements
in the liberal Democrat-labor bureaucrat bloc which actively ties the
American workers movement to bourgeois politics--accepted invitations
to speak. The SWP rammed these celebrities' participation down the
throats of the conference, and when their speeches, particularly
Hartke's, were vehemently shouted down from the floor, the conference
marshals--SWPers, CP trade union goons, led by the SWP's Fred Hal-
stead, assisted by Workers Leaguers--with deliberate brutality smash-
ed and evicted the protestors. Harry Ring's apologia in the 16 July
Militant did note accurately how the radical groups responded to this
festival of class betrayal:

"The only one of these groups ["politilcal sects" attending the
conference, i.e, Labor Committee, International Socialists, SL,
Workers League] that supported the motion [commending the mar-
shals in evicting PL-SDS] and offered to help with defense of
the meeting was the Workers League. Members of the Sparticist
[sic] League actually joined with the PLers in the disruption
and were evicted with them. The National Caucus of Labor Com-
mittees and the Internatlonal Socialists took evasive positions."

Ring however did not make clear that even some of the CP-influenced
elements at the conference were so anxious not to be associated them-
selves with the marshals' brutality that they sought unsuccessfully
to get the conference to disassoclate from the guards' violence.

This division of the tendencies, ranging from revolutionary
through centrist to reformlst, and sealed in blood, crystallizes the
main lines of division within the radical novement over the next per-
iod and defines possibilities for regroupment in that period.

29. The "crisis of Maoism" (steps toward Peking-Washington rapproche-
ment) has disoriented and disorganized U.S. pro-Maoist movements and
presents the SL with opportunities for influencing and polarizing
previously inaccesslible Maolst groups and collectlives, especially
those individuals and groups which had already implicitly challenged
"Maothought" by seeking to discover in Maoism a consistent revolu-
tionary proletarian strategy for the advanced countries.

30. Already we note several results from our regroupment orienta-
tion, in addition to the recruitment of individuals from in and ar-
ound the radical movement attracted to us because of our recognition
(in distinction to self-styled revolutionaries like PL and the Wor-
kers League) that regroupment is at certaln junctures a vital part of
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the building of the revolutionary party. We are in the process of
formally consummating an evidently deeply-based fusion with the com-
rades of the Communist Working Collective, a Los Angeles ex-Maoist
formation; at least a portion of the comrades of the Boston "Mass
Strike" group have adopted a fusion perspective with the SL; and al-
so in Boston we have won SL supporters from among members and lead-
ers of the PL-led University Action Group. Including the fusions,
in the last four months we will have had a more than fifty per cent
increase in direct SL membership.

31, The experienced forces won which in good part are a direct ac-
cretion to the SL cadre, taken together with the extremely valuable
recruitment of younger comrades to the RMC, give us the human re-
sources sufficient to ensure the strengthening of our center, the
production of our press, the extension of our trade union work, the
development of a Trotskylist youth league and the consolidation and
extension of the SL geographically into more regional centers in the
country.

32. In viewing the SL as the nucleus of the vanguard party there is
however a vital weakness. In the period through 1968 we suffered
the attrition and loss of essentially all of our Black comrades.
Without a Black component playing a creative and leading role in the
SL it is impossible in this racist country in either mass work or
effective general propaganda to have much impact on Black workers or
militants. And without the mobilizatlon in revolutionary struggle
of the Black section of the proletariat, under some conditions in a
relatively leading role, a successful soclal revolution cannot be
reallstically projected.

We now have an opportunity in one area to win Black comrades,.
This work must be pursued at the highest national priority and, if
it is to have revolutionary significance, without a trace of concil-
iation to Black Nationallst inclinations nor of personal patroniza-~
tion. Within the party we do not and wlll not know any social divi-
sions. Our continuing struggle as revolutionists is "to be in, but
not of" this society. Side by side with this adamant inter-party
attitude we must take account in our propaganda and mass work of all
of the special sensitivities, prejudices, particularities and anta-
gonisms of the oppressed and exploited if these are to be overcome
in the course of struggles which aim to channelize all discontent
against the ruling class.

33. The spectacular split in the Black Panther Party presents the
new generation of Black activists with hard evidence that Black Na-
tionalism even in its most leftist, anti-"porkchop" embodiment, can-
not provide a way forward for Black revolutionaries in the U,S.
Whatever the organizational fate of the BPP, its former glamorous
appeal among wide masses of Black youth, which insulated the over-
whelming majority of Black radicals from the impact of multi-racial
radical politics, 1s shattered, and the most thoughtful and dedica-
ted of these youth are again potentially reachable by the SL through
its general propaganda and work among this stratum.

¥ % %
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34, As we have recognized from our inception, a regular and frequent
press 1s central to our existence as a propaganda group. Now that
the SL also finds imposed upon us the tasks of, and key elements in
the capaclty to be, the nucleus of the vanguard party, the inability
to resolve our press question would reduce us to a mockery. We have
recognized that we couid either liquidate all our other pnublications
(Workers' Action, RMC Newsletter, Women and Revolution, trade union
journals) into the Spartacist, thus in imitation of the Workers
League retreating from actuaI’mass involvement for the sake of pre-
tense, or we could undertake a tightly regulated expansion centering
around Workers' Action.

35. The Political Bureau has opnted for the latter and in agreement
with the CWC has worked out the following proposal: that we go over
to an 8-page tabloid, subtitled a "Marxist working-class monthly,
published by the Spartacist League." The PB proposes that the new
paper be called Workers' Vanguard and that the early issues note that
it incorporates Workers' Action and that special emphasis be given
the fusion with the CWC.

The name Workers' Vanguard 1s appropriate to the kind of paper
we intend., From the vantage point of the vanguard it 1s appropriate
to treat the struggles of all of the oppressed and in a fully Marxist
fashion, while centering on the class struggle. The July-August is-
sue of Workers' Action was intended to be transitional in 1ts charac-
ter, and the first monthly issue, September, is meant to be represen-
tative in all but the new name of the kind of paper we aim to produce.

36. The Spartacist will continue with approximately its recent fre-
guency as "An Organ of Revolutlonary Marxism, published by the Cen-
tral Committee of the Spartacist League." It will have a specizal ar-
ea of responsibility toward the international movement and for theo-
retical material. But all of the SL-directed publications should
have an overlapping of content with the new Worlkers' Vanguard. It is
important that the struggles for example in The fields of youth work
and women's liberation find expression in the new main organ. It
will be necessary for the CC to tightly regulate the size and fre-
quency of the other publlcations to ensure above all that WV is not
undercut.

37. The step of producing and effectively distributing an 8-page
monthly has and will require a drastic reorganization of the center
and the SL as a vhole. In view of the magnltude of the changes in-
volved it is 1likely that we will find 1t more difficult to stabilize
our monthly than we will in going over to a paper every two weeks,
which is the indicated next step for a formation of our relative size,

38. The actual production of the paper rests on several considera-
tions which must be met. One of course is copy. A considerable pro-
portion must be produced in the localitles. The branches will have
to encourage and direct qualified comrades to write frequently, free-
ing them when necessary from other responsibilities. The authoriza-
tion of particular articles in this context is the responsibility of
the editors.
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It is the intention of the PB that comrade Benjamin be the Man-
aging Editor of Workers' Vanguard with an Editorial Board of Benja-
min, Gordon and Trelger, with comrade Rogers as Circulation Manager
and comrade Mlles as Production Manager; Spartacist with comrade
Gordon as Editor and an Editorial Board of Cunningham, Gordon and
Robertson, with Rogers also as Circulation Manager. Ve intend to
continue producing Spartacist in a metal shop on the niuch cheapened
basis that we have arrived at; WV is to be offset, composed by us
and printed in an inexpensive unlonized commercial shop. An early
capital expenditure required is a composition machine freeing com-
rades from the onerous double setting now required.

39. Our own small offset press is intended especially for the pro-
duction of pamphlets, which are otherwise now financially impossible
to produce, as well as miscellaneous printing. Our own shop, man-
aged by comrade Kinder, is intended to evolve into a commerclal shop
in order to partially subsidize SL production, About two-thirds of
the essential equipment cost has been met; some $1500 more is still
required.

4o. Second only in priority to the drive to establish our press on
a new basis 1s our calculated and systematic extension of our trade
union work. We propvcse to appoint a national trade union director
available at least half-time, partly for the purpose of consultation
with our developing fractions but most urgently in this period to
direct and assist in the actual creation of fractions. We have no
lack of dedicated comrades eager to undertake this work, and who in
any case must hold Jobs, nor do we lack knowledge of the indicated
priorities of one field over another. What generally appears impos-
sibly difficult i1s the actual placing iIn the indicated spot of the
indicated comrades, a task made doubly difficult given the present
recession. The failure under present conditions to tactically im-
plement fully our strateglic proletarian perspective would be nothing
other than a denial of that perspective. Therefore every resource
and ingenulty must be brought to bear in a fully conscious and cal-
culated way to achleve this vital aim.

Put quantitatively, about fifteen per cent of SLers in the past
period have been active unionists. By active unionists we mean
those comrades who are in a position to and do produce written agita-
tional material within their plant; industry or union. Through the
period of our growth, the pronortion of active unionists must climb.

41, The two operative words in all SL mass work undertakings in
this period remain "concentration” and "exemplary." "Concentration"
is to say that we must continue to carefully select our arenas and
strongly supervise our allocation of forces so as to maximize our
impact. OCne comrade isolated in e.g. a union is viewed largely as
an individual with personal politics; a fraction of at least two
comrades 1s potentially able to achieve a division of labor and con-
stitute a pole of attraction for militants in struggle.

In addition to work which offers a possibllity of direct and
more or less immedlate recruitment of individuals and groups to the
SL, we also undertake, in a carefully selected way, exemplary work
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among sections of the masses, in order to both generate program con-
cretely through interaction with struggle, and as an essential part
of our propaganda--i.e. demonstrating the capaclty of our political
and programmatic line to focus and lead mass struggles despite our
inability, through the limitations of our forces and roots in the
working class, to directly vie for leacdership of the class as a
whole. Thus in these situations we will work with militants who ac-
cept our full transitional program for that struggle without neces-
sarily being immedliately recruitable to the SL directly through this
work.

Any definition of "propaganda" which excludes this element of
seeking to offer real revolutionary leadership in a few key situa-
tions 1s mere pretense 1in favor of an allen appetite; any assertion
that an organization such as the SL can be primarily "agitational"
("conquest of the masses") rather than propagandistic in the sense
here defined 1is crackpotism, utoplianism or, worse, completely cyni-
cal, It is not an accident that the SL-~virtually alone among radi-
cal organizations in refusing to style itself an "agitational party"
-=-1s already involved in more and better mass work than any other
group of comparable size.

42, Our determination to implant ourselves in the working class
should not be taken as a syndical deviation. Given our marginal
propagandistic situation student-centered youth viork is not only no
less necessary for our existence but Interacts closely with our pro-
letarianization campalgn. To separate either one from the other
would be a major political deviation. Less emphasis 1is being placed
here on the development of the RMC because it 1s easier and further
advanced.

The principal internal obstacle in the consolidation of the RMC
is just the opposite of the difficulty experienced in 1958-59 in the
founding of the Y¥YSA., Then, the founding youth cadre, though few,
were very experienced as soclialist youth: lccal organizers, editors
and national leaders. But the parent SWP politically undercut the
development of a revolutionary youth group by 1its increasing depar-
ture from a Leninist regroupment policy as it pursued, and sought to
get the YSA nucleus to pursue, elements moving to the right in the
Stalinist milieu. Moreover, significant sections of the party were
suspicious and obstructive to the creation of an organizationally
separate national youth formation at all. The RMC development was
undertaken with the initiative and encouragement of the SL central
leadership, and throughout the period of the RMC's dual role as a
caucus in SDS and a Trotskyist youth formation, the SL materially
supported the RMC and assisted in the development of clear Bolshevik
polities. However, through the present, but decreasingly, the ab-
sence of an experlenced youth cadre has been at every turn a serious
handicap. Already one can see in talented and dedlicated young com=
rades of 18-22 the future RMC leadership.

43, The main tasks for the RMC are the development of an experien=-
ced center with a regular admlinistration, and the creation of more
RMC local chapters. Of special priority 1s the development of a
functioning RMC chapter in New York City.
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44y, It is the intention of the SL to replace the present interim na-
tional organizational relationship with the RMC (the RMC Bureau being
simultaneously the Young Bureau of the SL appointed by the PB). In
place of this temporary expedient we want to develop at the upcoming
RMC Conference and party Plenum a Jointly agreed resolution regula-
ting youth-party relations in the fully Leninist mode worked out in
the period of the first four Congresses of the Communist Internatio-
nal codifying the relationship of the youth league to the party as
"organizationally independent but politically subordinate"--i.e. au-
tonomous. This necessarily requires, for the creation of a living
communist youth group, rather than a front group of young epigones,
that the Youth comrades, party and non-party alike, play a real and
full if subordinate role in all discussion and decision-making in

our movement as a whole. Correspondingly the youth organization as

a whole must be a disciplined part of the movement as a whole in
carrying out the decisions it helps arrive at.

OROX

45. Over the next period following the new general allocation of
forces already agreed upon with the CWC, we expect that both the Bay
Area and Boston locals will become sources for personnel assignment
elsewhere, that New York will experience colonization in only for
specific functional reasons and will otherwise be kept pruned. The
stabilization of a viable Los Angeles branch is our main additional
regional priority, followed by the intention to put sufficient addi-
tional forces into Chicago to give us a local there. A local in
Chicago not only means filling in the largest single gap in our na-
tional extension as well as incildentally backing up our student work
there, but it also gives us the basis to undertake union work in the
industrial core of the country. Our Southern perspectives have been
indecisive partly because of the objective lack of one dominating re-
gional center among Atlanta, New Orleans, Houston.

46, At this point in our development money has become our most ser-
ious bottleneck., We have suddenly jumped from spending roughly
$10,000 per year to approximately double that, with no significant
immediate change in our income! Ve have gotten through the summer
by virtue of $500 in special donations, a $500 loan and a $5-15 sur-
charge on Sustalning Pledges, which is to be extended through the
balance of this year, Following the Plenum it 1is vital that comrades
being newly integrated into branches be brought fully up to SL norms
of financlal performance.

47. A new major source of income will be from sales of the new
monthly. If we are to have effective circulation of the paper, the
branches must sell it far more intensively in the much briefer per-
iod avallable per issue. Each comrade will find that he will have
to go on sales several times a week or more. In the aggregate this
will result in several hundred dollars additionally per month to the
National Office.

48. The RMC has been completely financed out of the SL treasury.
We intend proposing the following financial arrangement to the RMC
National Committee: that all RMC members pay whatever uniform dues
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are set by the RMC; that dual RMC-SL members pay the whole of their
normal SP to the SL; and that a regular amount be given the RMC by
the SL 1in accordance with the budgeted RMC needs.

kg, 1In this period of many-sided expansion and growth, we must not
lose sight of the necessity to maintain the SL as a centralized,
highly responsive national collective., Lccals must run intensive and
systematic educational programs, perhaps modelled on the set of three
educational series and reading list developed in New York and the Bay
Area several years ago (I-Basic Marxism; II-Leninism and Trotskyism;
III-Theoretical and Political Positions of the SL). Any tendencies
toward personal or organizational polarization within locals or fail-
ure of locals as a whole to follow the national lead must be examined
closely and rectified; or, if on examination they reveal the kernel
of political differences, they must be fought out on a political ra-
ther than an organizationally disintegrative basis. Incidental loss
of national cohesiveness or incipient political departures will tend
to be arrested both by a more frequent press and by the contlnuation
of frequent natlional gatherings and tours.

50. The comrades must understand that in the broadest sense we are
and will remaln a propaganda group. Lenin noted in 1920 that the
British Communists, with several thousand members and in London and
especially on the Clyde a certain industrial base, were but a propa-
ganda group, even as they passed through a time of great socilal
strife; that until the British Communists had cracked open the Bri-
tish Labour Party and stood at the head of a section of the class
they would not yet be a revolutionary party. Our task is above all
the propagation of our full program made concrete by and addressed
to our fellow militants in every sort of struggle.

If we are able to achleve over the next period the historically
modest aims set forth in this memorandum we will however have conso-
lidated ourselves as the nucleus of the indispensable vanguard party,
and that National Conference of the SL which acknowledzes that ach~
ievement might well consider adopting the name of a Party in the same
spirit that we now take the name for our press of Vanguard: as a de-
liberate assertion of our intentlons and our determination.

~-~22 August 1971; general line
adopted by the PB 23 Auvgust;.
extensions incorporated 24
August.
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ECONOMIC APPENDIX

-~-submitted by Joseph Seymour

Nixon's wage control policy marks the first major qualitative
change in the relationship between the U.S. state and the labor move=-
ment since World War II. In the absence of effective policing mach-
inery, the 90 day freeze 1ls more a test of will of the labor movement
than a serious wage control policy. With this policy, the U.S. joins
all major capitalist countries in attempting to impose direct state
control of the labor market. Such a policy has not been ultimately
successful in any state maintaining bourgeois democracy. The most
successful experience of capitalist wage control occurred in the early
years of De Gaulle's semi-authoritarian rule. There 1is no reason to
believe that the U.S. government will be able to impose effective
long-term wage control, although in the immediate period it will un-
doubtedly hold down real wages.

To the extent that money wages are, in fact, held down, thls will
moderate the inflation with some time lag. Despite the restraints on
real wages, the changes in fiscal policy (which are contractionary,
on balances and steps taken agalnst foreign competition, there 1s no
reason to expect a significant expansion of production due to the
over-capitalization of American industry resulting from the invest-
ment boom of the mid 60's. The next few years should wltness the
continued stagnation of production, accompanied by high, if not rising
unemployment.,

The U.S.'s competitive devaluation and turn to protectionism will
spread the American crisis internationally in the classlc manner. Des
pite retaliation and imperialist expansion into non-U.S. markets,
there is no way that Western Europe and particularly Japan can avoid
powerful contractionary pressure on their economies. The long Japanes
boom is over, presaging the breakdown of Japan's paternalistic labor
system, which 1s based on guaranteed employment geared to a rapidly
expanding export market.

Desplte its qualitatively weakened economic position, the U.S,
retains a virtual monopoly of military power in the capitalist world.
Therefore, the very real economic conflicts between the imperialist
powers will not immedlately manifest itself in the breakdown of tradi-
tional alliances or 1in military-diplomatic maneuvers. This awalts
the effective rearmament of Germany and Japan.

30 August 1971



THESES OF THE COMMUNIST WORKING COLLECTIVE (LA)

I. PABLOISM, INVERTED PABLOISM, AND THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
Pabloism

1, Following World War II, the International Trotskyist movement
was thrown into a profound theoretical, political, and organlzational
crisis., Large numbers of Trotskyist cadre were physically destroyed
through the joint efforts of the imperialists and Stalinists. World
capitalism underwent a relative stabilization due chiefly to Stalin-
ist and Social-Democratic betrayals of the revolutlionary working
class upsurge following the cessation of fighting. In addition, Sta-
linist and petit-bourgeois leaderships were successful in overthrow-
ing capitalism and establishing deformed workers states in Eastern
Europe and China. All these factors posed very sharply to the Trot-
skylist movement the problem of building independent proletarilan van-
guard parties,

2. The Pabloite revisionist trend emerged as an attempt to make the
Trotskyist movement more "effective" by accommodating it to the exis-
ting "left" movements in the world. The role of Trotskyists was es-
sentially confined to that of pressure groups upon these formations,
integrating themselves into whichever forces seemed to have the most
potential and hoping that these groupings, under the influence of the
objective march of events and prodding by the Trotskyists, would be
forced to adopt a revolutionary orientation. For this reason, Pablo-
ism can be called a liquidationist tendency. Thus, during the 1950's
Michel Pablo and his International Secretariat pursued such policies
as liquidation ("deep" entrism) into the social-democratic and cen-
trist parties of Western Europe, the national bourgeois and petit-
bourgeois formations in the colonial countries, and the ruling Sta-
linist CP's of Eastern Europe.

3. Fundamental to the Pabloite world perspective is the theory,
borrowed from Stalinism, that the world balance of forces has shifted
in favor of socialism, resulting in a "new world reality" in which
the tide of revolution is irreversible. For this reason, Pablolsm
can also be characterized as empiricist. This conception has gone
through several variations. Around 1950, Pablo forecasted a Third
World War, launched by imperialism to regain the upper hand, which
would lead to the final downfall of capitalism and Stalinism. In
1953, the International Secretariat claimed that the isolation of the
USSR had ended, eliminating one of the fundamental conditions for the
bureaucracy's existence and leading to the imminent demise of Stalin-
ism. More recently, the Pabloites have declared that the colonial
world is the main center of revolution in the world, that the anti-
imperialist struggles there are uninterrupted and irresistible, and
that therefore the working class can come to power there with a
"blunted instrument" instead of a Leninist proletarian party. Thus
the problem of overcoming the crisis of proletarian leadership, the
central problem of the world soclalist revolution, is avolded, or
else left to be resolved by the "objective process" going on in this
"new world reality".
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b, Although the Socialist Workers Party had broken with the Pablo-
ites in 1953, by the early 1960's it became clear that the SWP was
moving increasingly toward the revisionist methodology it had once
opposed. This regressive trend most openly manifested itself in the
SWP majority line on the Cuban revolution: support to Castro's gove
ernmental bureaucracy in the hope that Castrolism would be transformed
into Trotskyism. On the organizational level, the SWP's abandonment
of a revolutionary proletarian line became definitlive with the "Reun-
ification Congress" of 1963, in which "minor" political differences
were overlooked in order that the SWP could carry out an unprincipled
reunification with the International (USec). 1In fact, the main poli-
tical resolution passed at this Congress included all the basic thes-
es upon which Pabloism was based: the change in the world balance of
forces, the centrality of the colonial revolution, and the end of the
USSR's isolation.,

5. Since the 1963 Congress, it has become obvious that, although
Pablo has been discredited, Pabloism the method dominates the entire
USec., The European sections have carried the "colonial epicenter"
theory to its conclusion and have called for armed struggle based on
rural guerilla warfare and entrism into the Castroite organizations
of Latin America. At the same time, the SWP has moved sharply to the
right, becoming little more than a support group for black national-
ism, petit-bourgeols feminism, bourgeols liberal pacifism and the
Cuban bureaucracy. (This is true although now the SWP claims that
the Cuban revolution has degenerated--implying it was once undeform-
ed.) The main work of the SWP and its youth group, the Young Social-
ist Alliance (YSA), is building anti-war demonstrations based on sin-
gle-lssue politlcs--a plainly reformist and Popular Front approach.
Thus all tendencies within USec, from the ultraleftist adventurism
of the European partles to the reformism of the U.,S. sectlion, adopt
the liquidationist and empiricist Pabloite method.

Inverted Pabloism

6. Another international tendency which adapts to the methodology
of Pabloism, despite proclamations of representing the only anti-Pab-
loite international trend, is the International Committee of the
Fourth International (ICFI), principally led by the British Socilalist
Labour League (SLL). The SLL, in its analysis of Cuba, uses the same
objectivist premises of Pabloism and in so doing falls to grasp the
critical difference between the establishment of a state, led by a
Bolshevik-Leninist party, where organs of power are democratically
administered by the working class (soviets) and the formation of a
workers state which from its very inception 1s ruled by a Bonapartist
bureaucracy. With thils method they cannot adopt a correct attitude
toward Stalinist and petit—bourgeois leaderships. They are forced,
in order to maintain a firm "stand" against the Pabloites' capitula-
tion to these leaderships, to categorically deny the possibility
that, under certain conditions (the most important being timely ma-
terial support from the Stalinist camp), these leaderships can in
fact establish deformed workers states. This positlion leads them to
conclude that Cuba is not a deformed workers state but some form of
"statism" (despite the fact that the Castroite leadership of Cuba has
expropriated the bourgeoisie, set up monopoly of foreigh trade, and
established the rudiments of a planned economy). From this it is
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clear that the methodological approach of the SLL and its followers
can be characterized as inverted Pabloism.

7. This reaction of the SLL and its co-thinkers to Pabloism ulti-
mately serves to reinforce the Pabloite current, for it cannot ef-
fectively deal with Pabloite accommodationism in a theoretical way.
In essence both trends equate the deformed workers state with the
road to sociallsm. Pabloism does this explicitly, by 1ts support of
Castroism and its one~time veiled support of the Chinese bureaucracy.
The inverted Pabloites begin with the same premise, and are forced
therefore to deny the fact of a social transformation in order to
avoid giving this type of support., A correct Trotskyist appraisal
of strategy and tactics toward these bureaucracies must start with
the understanding that they are an obstacle to building socialism,
thereby ruling out any possibility of support, however critical, to
these leaderships, and removing the basis of the ICFI's Pablophobila.

The Fourth International

8. With the development of capitalism into imperialism the basic
tendency of capitalism to weld all areas of the world regardless of
their level of development into a common economic system which domi-
nates and subordinates to itself each of 1ts parts is greatly rein-
forced. The hegemony of imperialism over world economy tends not
only to level out the varlious stages of development of one area as
compared with another, one country as compared with another, but si-
multaneously increases the differences between them and sets one up
against the other-~thus greatly aggravating the contradiction be-
tween the further development of the world productive forces and the
national-state boundaries. This dynamic of imperialism inevitably
leads to wars for the conquest and redistribution of markets and to
the wholesale destruction of the productive forces on which human
culture is based. The continued existence of imperialism thus
threatens to plunge mankind into barbarism. It is on this basis,
"on the insolvency of the national state, which has turned into a
brake upon the development of the productive forces" (Trotsky), that
the internationalism of communism ultimately rests.

9. The proletariat is the only class capable of destroying inter-
national capitalism and constructing a communist society which would
forever eliminate all war, exploitation, and social inequality,
thereby creating the conditions for the limlitless development of hu-
man civilization. However, without the leadership of a communist
party the proletariat cannot come to power and establish a genuine
workers state in a single country. Further, the international pro-
letarian revolution can only triumph if it is led by a revolutlonary
communist international, i.e., a world party of the proletariat.
This has been completely verified by the experience of the October
revolution and by the subsequent defeats the international proletar-
iat suffered at the time when all the necessary conditions for suc-
cessful world revolution were present except for a revolutionary in-
ternational which could lead the insurrection. Finally, to attempt
to construct a revolutionary party separate from, outside of, or op-
posed to the struggle to build an international can only mean capi-
tulation to national narrow-mindedness which is inseparably linked
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with reformism. Thus any communist organization which does not take
the fight for the construction of a communist international as its
strategic starting point must inevitably degenerate.

10, The Fourth International which was founded by Trotsky in opposi=-
tion to the degeneration of the Stalinist Third International no
longer exists. The advent of Pablolsm has destroyed the TFourth In-
ternational to the extent that revolutionary Trotskyism finds its
programmatic continuity only in small disunited grouplngs scattered
throughout the world and which for obvious reasons cannot lead sig-
nificant sections of the working class in struggle., Consequently,
the main international focus of revolutionary Trotskylsm must be di-
rected toward the conducting of programmatic discusslions with these
organizations in order to achieve the theoretical clarity necessary
for an early regroupment which would result in an international re-
volutionary tendency which would thus become a pole of attraction
around which future and more complete communist regroupment could
take place. Only by using this method is it possible to start the
rebuilding of the Fourth International along the lines of the 1938
Transitional Program.

11. To lay the basis for the complete reconstruction of the Fourth
International, 1t is necessary to decisively defeat Pabloism through
ideologlical confrontation in all arenas of the class struggle. Such
a victory over revisionism would carry Marxist theory forward and
thus provide the necessary foundation on which genuine international
unlty based on democratic centralism could be built. As for now,
however, it is important to stress that the battle against Pabloism
has not yet been won.

12. Although an international revolutionary tendency has not yet
been fully crystallized, the process of revolutlonary communist re-
groupment can and must be started. Sufficlent clarity on the basic
questions posed by Pabloism has to a large degree been reached thus
opening up the possibilities for principled fusion of national and
international organizations., It is to this task, to the rebuilding
of the Fourth International through a process of revolutionary com-
munist regroupment, that the Communist YWorking Collective is dedi-
cated,

II. STRATEGY IN THE UNITED STATES

Crisis 1n Revolutionary Leadership

13. "The objective prerequisites for the proletarian revolution have
not only 'ripened'; they have begun to get somewhat rotten. Without
a soclallst revolution, in the next historical period at that, a ca-
tastrophe threatens the whole culture of mankind. The turn is now to
the proletariat, i.e., chiefly to its revolutionary vanguard. The
historical crisis of mankind is reduced to the crisis of the revolu-
tionary leadership." (Leon Trotsky)

14, Capitalism has long outlived its progressive historical func-
tions; the historical conditions for socialist revolution were long
ago acihieved. However existant the general objective prerequisites,
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there is lacking the subjective prerequisites, the revolutionary
leadership essential to lead the working class to power.

15, Within the general period of capitalism's decay conjunctural
crises regularly occur., This downward zig-zag pattern will contilnue
until the proletariat selzes power and elimlnates the capitalist sys-
tem. The bourgeolsie will not fall from crisis, no matter how seri-
ous, but must be overthrown by the conscious action of the proletar-
iat.

16. Unless a Leninist vanguard party is able to lead the proletariat
to the achlevement of its historical task,l.e., selzure of state po-
wer and elimination of capitalism, the proletariat will be crushed,
as in Germany, by fascism,

The Bolshevik-Leninlst Party

17. "Of all the classes that stand face to face with the bourgeoisie
today, the proletariat alone 1s a really revolutionary class." Only
the proletariat is capable of leading all the oporessed and through
proletarian revolution eliminating classes and class struggle.

18. In order for the proletariat toc see itself as an independent
force capable of overthrowing the capitalist system it must break
with the bourgeois ideology of the capnitalist system that encourages
passivity and maintains the heterogeneous nature of the class, i.e.,
setting one section of the class against another.

19. The essential understanding of the capitallst structure as a
whole and the social relationshins between all classes, 1.e., social-
ist consclousness, can only be initiated into the working class from
without.

20. "Organization is the only weapon of the working class." (Lenin)
Therefore, what 1s needed is a revolutlionary party with a program
and strategy based on the theory of dialectical materlalism.

21. The primary task of the revolutionary party is organizing the
working class to seize power by developing socialist consciousness,
uniting the divided forces, and leading the working class to power.

22, The party is a conscious vanguard in revolutionary action repre-
senting the general interests of the working class.

23. A revolutionary party is an organization capable of lending
energy, stabllity and continuity to the political struggle.

24, It 1is essential that the revolutionary party be a democratic-
centralist organization composed of a selected membership of revolu-
tionaries dedicated to Marxism.

25. Members of the revolutionary party are trained to become profes-
sional revolutionaries. Thls concept was first developed by Lenin.
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26, The tasks of the party are to basically apply the strategy and
tactics of the first four congresses of the Third International and
the Fourth International to the American experience.

27. Inseparable from the Leninist conception of a party of profes-
sional revolutionaries is the existence of a central political organ,
i.e., a regular party press. This organ openiy expresses the poli-
tical line of the party.

28. The main purpose of the party organ is that of a collective or-
ganizer. To insure flexibility in adapting to changing conditions
of struggle and respond to fluctuating moods of the masses, It will
serve to weld together the diverse forces and will guide the revolu-
tionary movement in practice.

29. The exlistence of a regular party organ will strengthen and con-
solidate the movement by reporting with a consistent line the news
of the labor movement to dispersed regions.

30. Our forces are small, so there can be no pretensions that we
are presently capable of leadling systematic mass movements. Today
the main activity 1s one of propaganda and not of agitation and con-
quest of the masses.’

31. The immediate tasks are struggling with and winning over present
participants in the revolutionary movement, including individuals,
but primarily through intervention in ostensibly revolutionary or-
ganizations,

32. The maln tactics of bullding a party at this time is one of re-
groupment. Thls process 1s carried out by intervening in left or-
ganizations with a revolutionary line to create splits, then fusing
on the agreement of a common revolutionary program.

33. As the contradictions of world capitalism intensify bringing
about renewed militant class struggle, the various political tenden-
cies based on the petit-bourceoisie are thrown into disarray. As
the need for a working class alternative becomes more evident, con-
ditions become favorable for developing a Leninist vanguard party

by intervening in ORO's with a revolutionary program.

34, Along with propaganda certain exemplary practical work is nec-
essary. The purposes are developlng cadre, gaining experience in the
trade union movement and other arenas to begin to build roots in

the working class, and "most important, serve to focus and concre-
tize our propaganda line". (MB #9 part II)

Transitlional Program

35. The purpose of the transitional program is to link the con-
scilous demands of the working class to the realization of the need
for proletarian rewolution.
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36. The Transitional Program eliminates the distinction between the
0old minimum and maximum programs. Social Democracy divided its pro-
gram into two parts, separating the democratic tasks from the social-
ist tasks. The Transitional Program proposes one program that de-
fends the democratic rights of the workers as necessary steps in edu-
cating, preparing and leading the proletariat to a socialist revolu-
tion.

37. The Transitional Program consists of a system of transitional
demands reflecting the present conditions combined with the level of
consciousness of the oppressed masses, and which if carried out
would result in the dictatorship of the proletariat,

38, The proletariat is educated and wide layers of the class are
brought into the revolutionary movement through a systematic process
of engaging in struggle for demands which cannot be won without step-
ping outside of bourgeols means of struggle.

39. In contradistinction to abstract slogans of calling for the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and soclallst revolution, the Transi-
tional Program guldes the proletariat through class struggle to the
realization of the need for socialism.

United Front

40, The task of the communist party is to lead the proletarian re-
volution. In order to summon the proletariat for the direct conquest
of power the communist party must base itself on the overwhelming
majority of that class.

41, There is a constant need for united action of the working class
against capitalism, Communists must support and build this unity of
action for the defense of vital interests of the working class.

42, To build the United Front, the communist party presents to the
various tendencies and parties of the labor movement a program for
Joint action based on the conscious needs of the majority of the
class., This tactic publicly plts the rank and file of the reformist
organizations against their leadership for the purpose of winning
this rank and flle to the leadership of the communist party. Drag-
ging the reformist organizations into the arena of class struggle,
publicly confronting them with the 1ssues of class struggle, merci-
lessly exposing theilr inevitable betrayals, and thereby breaking
the masses from them is the only way to galn actual leadership of
the class.

43, The communist party must not subordinate its independence or its
program to the united front., It must demand freedom of criticism and
struggle within the united front. The slogan is "March separately,
strike together."

Ly, We must wage an irreconcllable struggle against all Popular
Fronts or blocs between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. The
Popular Front subordinates the independence of the proletariat to
the bourgeoisie, sacrificing the revolutionary prcgram for certain
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minimum demands which are acceptable to the capitalist order., An
example of a Popular Front is the SWP's NPAC, which puts forth a pro-
gram of a so-called "independent perspective" based on the classless
demands of "self-deternination for Vietnam" znd "Out Now", and in-
cludes representatives of the capiltalist class (Senator Vance Hartke)

45, The so-called United Front from below rejects any unity between
the Communist Party and the reformist working class organizations.
Refusing to approach the leadership of the reformist organizations
with proposals for a joint struggle the 'United Front from below!
precludes unity of the class and isolates the workers within or sup-
porting the reformist orzanizations from communist leadership. The
'Unlted Front from below' was the greatest factor in determining the
defeat of the German working class by fascism,

Soviets

46. "Soviets is the highest form of the united front under the con-
ditions in which the proletariat enters the epoch of fighting for
power,"

47. The soviet is based on all strata within the working class. The
demand of the soviet is that the workers organized in the soviet

should take state power. The struggle wlthin the sovliets 1s over the
question of how the workers can take power. Here again the communist
party does not subordinate either its organization's independence nor
its program but fights to win the entire working class to 1lts program

Factory Committees

48. Factory committees are elected by all factory members and by
their very existence pose the question of dual power within the fac-
tory. They generally develop in time of continued class struggle,
i.e., work stoppages, etc,

k9, Through the factory committees the workers gain a sense of deal-
ing with the confllicts with management themselves rather than relying
upon the labor bureaucracy.

50. The importance of factory committees is that they directly re-
flect the interests of workers and transcend the distinction between
the organized and unorganized. By thelr very existence they pose the
question of who rules in the factory.

TRADE UNIONS

51. Trade unions are the organlizations based on the workers con-
sciousness that unity 1s needed to struggle against the employers
in order to secure a better existence under capitalism.

52. Only through struggle for the communist program within the trade
unions can communists expose union bureaucrats and win the majority
of the class. To turn one's back to trade union work or sectarian
attempts to build pure red trade unions represents capitulation in
the struggle for the leadership of the working class and a betrayal
of the revolution.
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53, Communists must also oppose syndicalism and trade union fetish-
ism resulting in attempts to subordinate eilther programmatically or
organizationally the revolutionary party to trade unionism and to
the interests of professional labor bureaucrats.

54, Policy towards trade unions must be based on the fact that la-
bor bureaucrats represent the class enemy inside the proletariat and
trade union membership represents in general the better paid minority
of the proletariat. Demands must be put forward to link the organ-
ized with the unorganized and unemployed.

55. Trade union have a contradictory nature., They are organiza-
tions of the working class which must be defended and strengthened.
On the other hand the labor bureaucracy represents the principal ag-
ent of the bourgeoisie within the labor movement and must be over-
thrown., The trade unions must be won to communist leadership and
be used for proletarian revolution.

Tactics of Communists Inside Trade Unions

56. The primary slogan for work within trade unions 1is for complete
and unconditional independence of trade unlions in relation to the
capltalist state. Independence must be defined in class terms. "In-
dependence from the influence of the bourgeolisie cannot be a passive
state. It can express itself only by political acts, that is by the
struggle against the bourgeoisie., This struggle must be inspired by
a distinct program which requires organization and tactics for its
application. It is the union of program, organization and tactics
that constitutes the party. In this way, the real independence of
the proletariat cannot be realized unless the proletariat conducts
its struggle under the leadership of a revolutionary and not oppor-
tunist party."

57. The second slogan 1s for trade union democracy. Independence
from the bourgeois state is a prerequlsite for actual trade union
democracy. Gone forever are the days of neutral trade unions. The
cholce of trade unions 1s either fulfilling the role of political
police for the bourgeoisie or struggling on the basis of a revolu-
tionary program. The fight for independence of the working class
and democracy within trade unions must be on the basis of a transi-
tional program relating the consclous needs of the masses to the
goal of selzing state power,

58. The CWC opposes any interference of the bourgeoils state into

union affairs. Workers must "clean their own houses" and not rely
on so-called neutral government commissions in fighting for union

democracy, i.e., forced arbitration, congressional investigations

into corrupt union practices, etc.

59. The principal method of working in trade unions is building
communist-led fractions within the locals of the various unions,
These fractions will put forth transitional demands and actively
struggle for the leadership of the union on the basis of these de-
mands.

60. Since a majority of the proletariat is unorganized and is drawn
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only eplsodically into struggle it is necessary to demand that the
existing labor unions organize the entire working class,

61. In a period of labor upsurge ad hoc organizations must be built
embracing the organized, unorganized and the unemployed, i.e., fac=-
tory committees, strike committees and soviets.

Strikes

62. The greatest weapon the working class possesses short of poli-
tical revolution is to withhold their labor power, to strike, a
right won through years of struggle.

63. The bourgeoisie has never accepted the right to strike and has
outlawed sitdown strikes, wlldcat strikes, and sympathy strikes.
Through court injunctions the bourgeoisie has periodically suspended
the right to strike., The initlative for strikes has been taken away
from the union membership and a system of class collaboration between
the capitalists and the union bureaucrats has been substituted. It
is necessary that the membership fight to regain control over strike
action.

64. Strikes concretely expose the capitalist dependence upon the
working class and the class nature of the bourgeois state. Ultim-
ately strikes pose the question of political power of the workers,

Transitional Demands

"Shorter work week with no loss of pay, sliding scale of wages"

65. "The two basic economic afflictions, in which is summarized the
increasing absurdity of the capitalist system, that 1s, unemployment
and high prices, demand generalized slogans and methods of struggle."
(Leon Trotsky) The capitalists' and reformers! answer is to place the
burden on the 'back of the workers!., Today we see calls for 10 hour
days and wage controls. Our reply must be "Employment and decent
living standards for all."

66. We propose a sliding scale of wages, an automatic rise in wages
in relation to every increase in consumer prices.

67. Unemployment 1s the greatest danger to the proletariat. The
proletariat is faced with 1ts own disintegration. The unemployed are
cut off from their class organizations and production., If allowed to
continue in isolation they are potential recruits for fascism, The
organized proletariat must offer clear-cut revolutionary solutions
both programmatically and organizationally.

68. We demand a shorter work week with no loss in pay. This is
based on the assumption that the productive forces are capable of
full employment. All available work should be divided up amongst
all those desiring to work and be paid at their previous highest

standard of pay. The capitalists are responsible for unemployment,
they have to pay for it.
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"Abolition of business secrets"

69. We demand that individual industries open their books to their
workers, This would reveal the amount of national imcome appropri-
ated by the exploiters, show corrupt practices and oppose the banke
ruptcy of the capitalist system

"Yiorkers control"

70. Generally the slogan of workers control over production relates
to a revolutionary period and coincides with the rise of soviets.

The demand for workers control arises when the capitalists are unable
to produce without the consent of the workers but the workers are
temporarily unable to selize state power.

71. Vorkers control is dual power in the factory and directly cor-
responds to the dual power of the soviets,

72. By exerting control over production the workers learn skills
for the future proletarian state.

73. Workers control is only a transitional measure which must di-
rectly proceed to the revolutionary natilonallzation of industry.

"Expropriation of separate groups of capitalists"

T4, In a transitional period it is also important to demand the ex-
propriation of certain key industries, vital for national interests,
i.e,, corporations holding monopolles on raw materials, war indus-
tries, etc.,

75. The differences between this transitional demand and the refor-
mist slogan of nationallization are:

a) we reject indemnification

b) we agitate against reformist nationalization schemes which
actually serve the interests of capital

c) we call upon the masses to rely upon their own revolutionary
strength

d) we link expropriation with the seizure of power by the workers

e) we demand expropriation of industry under workers control

76. We demand the expropriation of the private banks and credit
system to create a unified system of investment credits. If state
power is in the hands of the proletariat, this system would operate
by rational planning corresponding to the needs of the entire people,

*Imperialism and war"

77. Communist policy must be based on an uncompromising attlitude
toward imperialism, It 1s necessary to publicly expose such ab-
stractions as "defense of the fatherland", collective security, na-
tlonal defense, etc., as formulas which subordinate.the fate of the
working class to the interests of imperialism.

78. We call for labor strikes against the Indochina War.

79. UWe demand confiscation of military profit and expropriation of
war industries under workers control,
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80. We demand complete abolition of secret diplomacy.

81. The basic slogan is for the victory of the Vietnamese revolu~
tion.

Workers (or Labor) Party

82. The slogan of the workers party has immediate significance.

The wldespread appeal of Wallace within the working class demonstra-
ted a desire of large sections of white workers to break with the
Democratic and Republican parties. If a party had existed with a
working class program much of this dissent could have focused on in-
tegrated class struggle rather than raclism and demagogy.

83. The slogan of a workers party must be a slogan to polarize the
class around a revolutionary program. The party 1s built on the
working class through struggle against the bourgeoisie and its polil-
tical police, the trade union bureaucracy. We do not call for but
struggle against a reformist workers party.

84. The slogan of a workers party is used to expose the labor bur-
eaucracy. DBecause of the opposition within the unions a few bureau-
crats support the idea of a labor party, qualifying this support by
saying that now 1is not the time, At the same time these bureaucrats
are desperately seeking to get deeper within the bourgeois parties.
We call upon these labor fakers to fulfill their promises around a
revolutionary program.

85. During a period of intense class struggle when the labor bureau-
cracy 1s faced with its own destruction there 1s the possibility that
certaln labor bureaucrats will form a labor party. Thils would create
an enormous convulsion within the bourgeoisie and the labor bureau-
cracy. The purpose would be to politically contain the revolutionary
movement of the workers. We would not support such an attempt and
would enter the reformist party with a revolutionary program in or-
der to split it along class 1lines,

86. We would base ourselves on the revolutionary movement of the
workers and use our position within this party to oppose any attempt
to betray this movement.

IIY., THE NATIONAL AND BLACK QUESTION IN THE U.S.

The Natlonal Question

87. The national question arose with the bourgeois mode of produc-
tion.

88. The nation-state 1s the natural political-economic unit of early
capitalism.

89. "A nation is an historically evolved, stable community of peo-
ple, formed on the basis of a common language, territory, economic
life, and psychological make-up manifested in a community of cul=-
ture." (Stalin) All these characteristics must be present for a
nation to exist,
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90, The determining characteristic of a nation is its common econ-
omic life with regard to itself and 1ts separate economic life with
regard to otner nations.

G1l. The national questlon exhibits two tendencies under capitalism,
First, the formation of nations, the emergence of national movements,
and fight against natlonal oppression and the formation of national
political states. Second, the breakdown of national barriers, the
extension of international intercourse intc a world market and a
worldwide economy leading to the assimilation of nations.

92, Both tendencies are universal laws of capitalism. The first
tendency predominates in the early phase of capitalism; the second
predominates in the later phase of capitalism when conditions have
become ripe for socialism.

93. The formation of the first nations in western Europe coincided

with and were a result of the developing productive forces which had
outgrown their local, feudal integument. These nations were welded

together out of local tribes and various races and formed the first

modern political states--nation-states.

94, The formation of political states in Eastern Europe and Russia
exhibited a belated and combined development. These states were
multinational in composition with the later developing, weaker na-
tlons oppressed by the earlier developlng stronger nations.

95. In the greater part of Asia, Africa and Latin Amerilca, the na-
tional question took the form of a colonial question with the domi-
nant Western powers (including Japan) inhibiting the independent
political-national development of the colonies.

Solution of the National Question

96. The right of self-determination means the right of political
secession, This right can only have meaning in connection with a
material foundation which can guarantee genuine independence. For
this reason the right of self-determination has been appiied exclu-
sively to natlons and some pre-national tribal formations and not
simply to any groups with some special interest.

97. Tne right of self-determination is applicable to those nations
which are forcibly contalned in a multi-nation state and is in es-
sence a transitional slogan to international consclousness.

98. The right of self-determination found its greatest applicabil-
ity in Russia and Eastern Europe. It served in Russia to undermine
the national bourgeoisie of the oppressed nations, defeat the Great
Nation chauvinism of the Russian workers, grant equality to minority
nations, and thereby solidly weld together the workers of all na-
tions of the Tsarist state into a single multi-national workers
state.

99. In the colonial countries, solution of the national question
requires a struggle for independence and the right of self-determi-
nation has little significance.
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100. In the advanced capitalist countries the application of the
right of self-determination has relevance wherever oppressed natiomns,
no matter how small, are to be found, We disagree with those tenden~
cies that assert that self-determination may be applied to every
group, class, caste, or sex with specially defined needs or inter-
ests; we also differentiate ourselves from tendencies which 'q pri-
ori' deny the existence of a national question in the advanced coun-
tries and confine this question to the colonies.

101. The resolution of the national question 1n the imperialist epoch
is bound up with the worldwide ascension to power of the working
class. Without worldwide revolutlon, successful revolution in a sin-
gle country will inevitably degenerate and be reversed and self-de-
termination will become a hollow phrase.

Blacks and the National Question in America

102. Prior to the Civil War, the American political state embraced
the American nation and an embryonic multi-racial Southern nation..’

103. The national question was resolved through unification and as-
similation by the more progressive system of Northern capital, abor-
ting the maturation of an independent Southern nation.

104, The potential sources for national development during Recon-
struction were rooted, not in the former landed aristocracy, but in
the multi-racial peasantry located primarily in the Black Belt (for-
mer plantation South) and in the small farmers in the surrounding
territories.

105. No such development occurred., The centuring-long gestation ty-
pical of Russian development never existed among the Southern peas=-
antry. The very existence of the Southern peasantry (including the
former slaves) emerged only after capital had established its hege~
mony over the whole of the Eastern regions of the United States.
Further, the racist divisions of the peasantry effectively prohibited
a "peasant war" and national unity; the historic associations of any
form of "Southern" independence with reactionary rule and outmoded
economic forms tended to discredit a separatist solution.

106. This path of develcpment was essentially excluded by the indus-
trialization and mechanization of agriculture. The consequences of
these tecimological developments has been the dispersion of the Negro
population through a serles of mass migrations to Northern and South-
ern clties. Instead of national development, the pattern of segre-

gation has been repeated and institutionalized in the big city
ghettos,

The Racial-Caste Question in the United States

107. "From thelr arrival in this country, the Negro people have been
an integral part of American class soclety while at the same time

forcibly segregated at the bottom of this society." Today, "the Ne-
gro people are an oppressed race-color caste, in the main comprising
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the most exploited layer of the American working class." (Spartacist)

108. The Afro-American was denled the classical avenue of national
development through the amalgamation of races and tribes. The Negro
people were forcibly extracted from thelr tribal development, ship-
ped to the South, deliberately divested of thelr social and cultural
heritage, and taught the common language--Engllsh~-and a mode of
life to fit their new slave status in the American economy.

109. The Negro slaves formed a racial-caste-class stratifled hori-
zontally at the bottom of the plantation economy.

110, The period of Reconstructlion marked the beginning of Negro
class differentiation within a continuing although challenged frame-
work of caste separation. This process was considerably arrested
after Reconstruction with the institution of Jim Crow and with 75%
of all Negroes remaining as tenant-famers on the old plantations,.

111. The Black Belt area of the South, comprising the old plantation
lands, is not now and never was a nation. The area is multi-racial
with a slight but declining Black majority. It is part of the com-
mon economic life of bourgeoils America, sharing a common language
and culture, and consisting of territory contiguous with the North
and West.

112. A big Black bourgeoisie did not develop in the South. Instead
a miniscule, racially identifiable bourgeoisie restricted within
the confines of a common economy did barely emerge. The absence of
a bourgeoisie is a further condition militating against a strictly
national development.

113. The existence of a bourgeoisie would not necessarily have con-
stituted the Negroes as a nation so long as the other criteria were
not fulfilled. Under those conditions, the caste hypothesis would
still previal with this modification: the Negroes would constitute
a caste differentiated into classes parallel but subservient to the
"superior" white racial caste. In this instance a Black capltalist
class could give impetus to what might become a national movement.

114, The impulse to a separate national existence may conceivably
arise under the following circumstance: "It is possible that fas-
cism will come to power with its racial delirium and oppression and
the reaction of the Negro will be toward racial independence."
(Trotsky) If this circumstance 1s coupled with a weak and irreso-
lute proletariat and a Black petit-bourgeoisie (a nmuch smaller
stratum than among the Jews of Europe) gains leadership, then a
Black Zionism would develop. Since this condition stretches the
limits of our hypothesls, we conclude that:

115. The solutlion to the Negro Question does not 1lie in the direc-
tion of independent statehood and the absence of a nation makes the
right of self-determination 1lnapplicable.

Solution of the Raclal-Caste Question

116. The end to racial-caste oppression lies in the struggle of the
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entire working class to abolish capitalism and bulld an egalitarian
socialist soclety.

117. Due to hils position in the productive process, his militancy,

and his experilence in the class struggle and the struggle for equal
rights, the Black industrial worker will =nlay a pivotal and leading
role in the struggle of the working class as a whole for socialism

and racial equality.

118. The fight for complete equality means the elimination of racial
segregation, discrimination and prejudice. It means full equality
at the workplace and in society in general. It means the abolition
of the ghetto. These goals, though democratic in character, cannot
be fully attained except through the overthrow of capitalism by the
working class. Therein lies the permanent character of the Negro
people’s struggle for freedom.

119. The demands for "self-determination for Black communities" and
"Black community control", while rooted in the severe racial oppres-
sion of the ghetto, actually serve to divide the working class, sow
illusions about the state and thereby facilitate the continuation of
bourgeois rule. While consistently upholding democracy for racial
minorities, we must expose the divisive and utopian character of
these slogans.

120, We support democratically achieved mutual assimilation. We op-
pose "forced assimilation" by the American bourgeolisie based on the
superior white caste values., Without the intervention of the working
class, an integration movement led by the bourgeoisie and stressing
pacifism and reformism will only produce its nationalist antipode.

121. The factories and the armed forces (workers in uniform) are the
most integrated sectors of American society. This adds still another
reason why the creation of the proletariat by capitalist production
prepares the seeds of its own destruction.

122, "A transitional organization is needed at the point of produc-
tion and in the process of labor, where tlack and vhite workers come
into contact in their class role, to prove in action that unity ag-
ainst the class enemy is possible and necessary, and to make avall-
able to the working class struggle the lmmense revolutionary poten-~
tial of Black workers." (Spartacist)

123, It is essential that a single, unified, multi-racial vanguard
party of the vorking class be forged which will act as its General
Staff in battle against the well organized and powerful American
bourgeoisie, It is also important that such a party devote specilal
attention to the development of Black Trotskyist cadre.

124, A successful international socialist revolution will lay the
basis for an eventual fuslion of the various peoples and races into
a human species elevated to a far higher plane in the evolutionary
scale than we can yet imagine.
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IV, THE WOMAN QUESTION

"According to the materialistic conception, the determining factor
in history 1s, in the final instance, the production and reproduc-
tion of the immediate essentlals of life. This agaln, 1s of a two-
fold character. On the one side, tae production of the means o eX=
istence, of articles of food and clothing, dwellings, and of the
tools necessary for that production; on tne other side, the produc-
tion of human beings themselves, the propagation of the species,
The soclal organization under which the people of a particular his-
torical epoch and a particular country live is determined by both
kinds of production: by the stage of development of labor on the
one hand of the family on the other." (Engels)

Women in Pre-Class Soclety

125. The root of women's oppression lies in primitive communal soci-
ety with the dlvision of labor based on woman's biological function.

126, The tasks of each sex in the division of labor differed accord-
ing to the specific tribe or clan. Generally, men played the roles
of hunting, fishing, mining, etc., and both sexes particlpated in
horticulture with a limitation on the woman's side., However, be-
cause of women's procreative functions, the lot always fell on her
concerning childbearing, child-rearing, and general domestic tasks,
The household was the general sphere of women's activity.

127. However, the situation of the female's biological state did not
directly lead to oppression, At a time when childbearing was necesw
sary for the drawing of the human race out of ape existence, woman's
fertility was a valuable asset to the clan and highly spiritualized.
Women's role, usually very hard, was s0 not only because she was a
woman, but because she was a savage and a barbarian, where humanity
in its lower stages was still struggling for survival and attempting
to produce a stable existence with a low productlivity of labor.

128. Men's role outside of the home gave them the position of war-
riors and protectors of the nucleus of the clan, 1,e., the kinship
groups based on descent in the female line.

129, On the whole in primitive soclety, women were respected and ac-
counted for not because of any moral code or idealism, but in so far
as theilr usefulness corresponded to the economic structure at any
time of a given community. "The significance of the biological fac-
tors has varied in different eras, depending upon the economic, so-
clal and religious organizaticn of society and the extent of its
scientific and technologlcal knowledge." (B.J. Stern)

130, With the rise of technology and the development of private pro-
perty on the man's side (the surplus of soclal wealth in cattle,
slaves, tools, etc.) the division of labor between the sexes, pre=-
viously elementary and determined by the struggle for existence, had
now taken a new form when carried into civilization. The man's
sphere increased as the woman's decreased; the domestic labor of
women became an extremely menial and unproductive job, relegated to
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the background and dependent on man.
131. With the break-down of the clan and kinship groups, resulting
from the growth of private property, came the growth of the state
needed for the suppression of the new soclal class-~the slaves.

The Family and Class Soclety

132, With the domestication of animals, the development of agricul-
ture and the advent of private property came the need to transfer
this property through inheritance. From this flowed the transition
to the male 1line of descent, the paternal law of inheritance and
the monogomous form of the famlly. In order to insure the wife's
fidelity and thereby the paternity of the children, she was deliv-
ered over unconditionally into the power of the husband.

133. Under class society the development of the productive forces
during the period of rising capitalism assigned to women, young per-
sons and children of both sexes a brutal but decisive role in large-
scale industry. Because they formed a cheap, unskilled labor force,
they were employed by the capitalists to break down the high paying
craft industries, the bulk of which were men.

134. The struggle of the working class to remove women and children
from their super-exploited position resulted in concessions from the
bourgeoisie, The restrictions made on female and child labor con-
stituted a progressive step in the developing factory system.

135. The development of large-scale industry laid the basls for the
destruction of the economlic dependence of women on the family.

136. Capitalism is dependent upon the bourgeois family as a system
of isolated cells in order to Insure the continued exploitation and
subjugation of the proletariat.

137. Just as the productive forces pound against the national toun-
darles of capitalism, the family as an isolated unit is a fetter on

the productive forces where only socialization will allow them to
further advance,

138. The family 1is the main social institution of women's oppression.

139. The nature of capitallsm prevents the release of the potential-
ities of new technology and social institutions for relieving the
burdens of the masses of women. Women today remain the childbearers
and are in the main individually responsible for the rearing of
children and the fulfillment of household duties,

140, The inherent contradictions of monogomous marriage give rise

to adultery and prostitution as part and parcel of the double sexual
morality which allows to the man, in marriage as well as before,
what the woman for economic reasons must be deniled.

141, In the present perlod of decaying capitalism, women in the main
constitute part of the reserve army of the working class. When they
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are engaged in production, working women frequently are super-exploi-
ted-~that is, being paid less for the work 1ldentical to that perform=-
ed by men and first to fire, last to hire.

142, The degree of exploitation and oppression suffered by non-white
women 1is double in capitalist society because they are women and at
the same time part of a color-caste minority; if they are working wo-
men they are additionally subjected to class exploitation on the job.

143. Throughout history, class lines have cut across sex lines. Wi-
thin each class, however, women have been at a disadvantage as com-
pared with the men, 1.e.,, women occupy the position of an oppressed
caste within each class. Women of the ruling classes, however, have
enjoyed privileges denlied to the men and women of the oppressed class.

Proletarian Revolution and Socialism

144, The emancipation of women 1s not possible except through commu-
nism,

145, The movement for the liberation of women is bound firmly with
the working class movement for revolution and at the same time has
its own separate quallty of dealing with women's special oppression,
Only by the annihilation of the power of the bourgeoisie can women
begin to transform their position in society. "The proletarian can-
not achieve complete liberty until it has won complete liberty for
women."

146, The socialist revolution is impossible without a large number
of working women taking part in it.

147. Proletarian women in production, like working men, possess a
great economic power as commodlty producers. Housewives-"domestic
proletarians" play the role of maintaining the bourgeois system of
private domestic industry, thus their position in the economy does
not wield direct power as that of working women. The drawing of
housewives into productive labor is an important part of the revolu=-
tion,

148. Women in the "democratic" countries, suck as the U.S., are not
liberated, but the class differences and forms of oppression are all
the more clear and distinct. "All 'democracy' consists in the proc-
lamation and realization of 'rights' which under capitalism are real-
izable only to a very small degree and only relatively." (Lenin)

149, The family must inevitably wither away with the wholesale trans-
formation into soclialist economy and the raising of the standard of
culture and education of the working class. "You cannot 'abolish!
the family; you have to replace it." (Trotsky)

150. The replacement of the family 1s not possible except on a level
of the productive forces high enough to accommodate for child-care
centers, laundriles, social dining rooms, etc. on a mass scale to 1li-
berate women from domestic work,
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151, A large conscious effort on the part of the masses is needed
for the transformation of the family.

152, Socialism means the abolition of classes and the complete equa-
1ity of men and women, Soclalist economy means the dissolution of
generalized want and the disintegration of the family.

153. The Russian Revolution attained a great step forward in the role
of women by completely abolishing legal ineguality and striving to
develop soclial institutions to destroy the family.

154, Stalinism betrayed women in the Soviet Unlon. Whille upholding
proletarian property relations of nationalized industry, expropria-
tion of the capitalists, etc., the political rule of the bureaucracy
implemented the Thermidor in the family as a "base for bureaucratic
and authoritarian aims." (Spartacist) Because of the low economic
and cultural level in Russia and the hostile forces acting on the
proletariat, Stalin's theory of "Socialism in one country" served to
consolidate the family and retreat to bourgeols models under the
guise of the "new proletarian family." This policy is characterized
by the CPUSA's position on the family.

155. It is necessary to fight Stalinism while still upholding the
proletarian gains of October, In all Stalinist countries, only the
overthrow of the parasitic bureaucracy will bring the working class
back into politicad power and reinstate a revolutionary perspective
on the emancipation of women.

Strategy

156, In order to insure the fulfillment of the revolutionary work of
the Communist International and of 1ts parties, it is essential to
construct an international communlst women's movement,

157. "We must rouse the broad masses of women in capitalist countries
to consciousness and should for that purpose strive to build a non-
partisan international women's congress." (l.enin)

158. The development of revolutionary consciousness among the broad
masses of women and the winning of these women over to the proletar-
ian class struggle under the leadershlp of the communist party can
be achieved only through a nationally based women's transitional or-
ganization.

159. Such an organization must be based on a transitional program
and transitional demands which will bridge the gap between the ob-
Jective conditions and the needs of women, and the class struggle
for state power., The proletarian vanguard party must afford the
women's transitlonal organization political leadership.

160. In this period, which is marked by a rising consciousness among
women, it 1s imperative that the vanguard party intervene in the wo-
men's liberation movement with an alternative organization i.e., wo~
men's transitional organization and transitional program. The deci-
sion to participate in existing women's organizations is a tactical
questlion and rests on programmatic points.
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161. The relative backwardness of women in society as a whole re-
quires special attention to developing women cadres within the party.

162. VWhether or not to admit men into a women's transitional organi-
zation is a tactical question rather than a princliple. However, we
must Include male cadre in those party fractions assigned to deal
with the organization of women,

163. The struggle against feminist tendencies i.e., the need for a
separate strategy of women's revolution as a means of abolishing the
sexual oppression and exploitation of women, is a struggle against
the main obstacle in the women's movement. The fight for the eman-
cipation of women must be indispensably linked with the principal
aim of the workers' dictatorship. By supporting feminism, a petit-
bourgeois trend, the SWP continues to hamper the development of a
working class orientation in the women's liberation movement.

-~adopted 19 August 1971
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DRAFT SPARTACIST LEAGUE TRADE UNION PROGRAM

I. TRADE UNIONS AND THE STATE

The trade unions in our time can either serve as
secondary instruments of Imperialist capitalism for the
subordination and disciplining of the workers and for
obstructing the revolution, or, on the contrary, the
trade unions can become the instruments of the revolu-
tionary movement of the proletariat.

~--Trotsky, Trade Unlons in the
Epoch of Imperialist Decay, 1940

The period of the Vietnam war and the growing domestic and in-
ternational economic c¢risis has ended not only the longest continu-
ous boom in the reactionary period of capltalism, but also the
"American Century"--the period of imperialist domination of the
world by the U.S. The Nixon economic program, which 1s a declaration
of war on both the American working class and the international
trade rivals of the U.S,, is a codification of the interests of the
U.S. ruling class for the next period. These are chlefly that the
American working class must'be thade to pay, by force if necessary,
for the 1nefficiencies of American capitalism, so that the U,S.
bourgeoisie will be better able to compete with its internatlonal
rivals. This serles of events has dispelled a number of illusions,
not the least of which was the illusion growing out of the post-war
boom that finance capital had been replaced in its commanding role
in the economy. Also smashed is the illusion that the class strug-
gle was dead, leaving the unions to a permanent posltion of peace-
ful, business~like pressuring within the system for plecemeal
reformist crumbs, which would be endlessly fortheoming from the
bountiful table of Americanism.

The trade union bureaucracy went through two basic reactions,
one following immediately on the heel of the other, to the sudden
declaration of the new reality. First came the shocked and fricht-
ened realization that the calling off of the "normal" process of
collective bargaining--banning of strikes, abrogation of contracts,
etc.-~-threatened the very exlstence of trade unionism as such, thus
putting the continuation of the bureaucracy itself into question.
This led to blustery cries of protest from most of the major lead-
ers, although the head of the Teamsters unlon declared his cooper-
ation immediately. Second, however, was an immediate attempt to
find a new peace with the capitalist state, which led Woodcock and
Meany, heads of the two major federations and the most representa-
tive spokesmen, to flip 180° in a matter of days and call for co-
operation and for a wage control board which would have these bur-~
eaucrats as "labor" representatives. This merging of the unions
with the state power to more efficlently discipline the workers,
which 1s the goal of the ruling class 1tself, is entirely consistent
with the social poslition and practice of the trade union bureaucracy.

The experience of the post-war period confirms the prognosis
madé by Trotsky on the basis of the lessons of the 1930's, that in
the age of imperialism there is no longer any room for 1ndependent
trade unions in the context of the capltalist system. Imperialism
is characterized by the dominance of monopoly finance capital, which
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concentrates economic control into gilant combinations and eliminates
competition at the lower levels, transferring it to higher, chiefly
international, planes. Thils causes a tendency of the trade union
bureaucracies to "grow together" with the capitalist state. Basad
entirely on the reformist concepnt of attempting to Improve the bar-
taining position of labor through collective sale of labor power to
the capltalists, and seeing no longer any room to maneuver as there
was in the perlod of free competition, the trade unions are forced
to bargain at the highest levels on the terms of the monopoly capil-
talists. These terms are harsh: the trade union bureaucrats must
cooperate fully in the disciplining of the workers, and must actively
support the predatory imperialist aims of the bourgeoisie. The trade
union bureaucracy, for 1ts part, having accepted these conditions,
has no other recourse against the power of monopoly capital than to
compete with the capitalists for the favor of the capitalist state
itself. Thils reformist course only prolongs & meager exlstence for
the trade unions; it is inevitably doomed to lead to complete state
control over the unions. In this, the fascists invent nothlng new
when they militarily subordinate the unions to the canitallst state,
They merely draw to its ultimate conclusions this tendency, which is
inherent 1n imperialism, usually with the ald of the liberals. Thus
trade unlonism as such is not only reactionary but ultimately im-
possible. Only the program of revolutlionary proletarian interna-
tionalism, aiming at the overthrow of the capitalist system itself,
can ensure the independence of the trade unilons, lead to the ouster
of the traitorous bureaucracy, and enable the unions to really
struggle for the interests of the workers.

Just as trade union independence has become less and less com=-
patible with imperialilst capitalism, so workers' democracy within
the unions increasingly has succombed to tight, bureaucratic con-
trol. As they are forced more and more to be the policemen of the
bosses, enforcing the contract, side-tracking grievances, expelling
dissidents, etc., the bureaucrats cannot afford to allow a free com-
petition of different ldeas and programs within the union. JZSome say

hat these tendencies mean that the unions are no longer unlions,
that they no longef®-have any "progressive" charactér whatsoever, or
simply that it 1s futile to try to struggle within them against the
bureaucracy; therefore, the workers' movement must be based else-
where, drawing strength from the unions perhaps, but lying fundamen-
tally outside them and hoping to by-pass the struggle against the
bureaucracy. No conclusion could be more disastrous. F§evolutionists
of course prefer a free and open arena within the unions, just as
they prefer bourgeols democracy to fascism, since this way 1t is
easler to test out various programs in practice and win the workers
on the basis of experience, It is not possi!ble to choose the con-
ditions under which we must struggle, however. In Russia 1t was
necessary to work in unions and phony "factory committees™ set un

by the Czar's government in order to reach the mass of the workers;
in a fascist country it 1s necessary to organize within the state-
trolled unions, even if only 1in a conspiratorial manner, To abandon
the struggle within the mass organizations of the worklng class, no
matter how minimal their defensive, economic role has become, 1s a
sterile, ultra-leftist course, a cowardly surrendering of the fileld
before the battle is Joined, and is incompatible with the Spartacist
League program,
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Just as the SL opposes sectarian substitutionism, however, it
also opposes the opposite, opportunist deviation to which ultra-
leftism gives rise. The Spartacist League always intervenes with ¢t
its own program, never as the hand-maiden, informant or coattail
rider of some clique or faction of the trade union bursaucracy. The
SL opposes on principle the opportunist impulse to advance premature-
ly into positions of power within the union on the basis of ccembln-
ations or alliances, however critical, with one sectlon of the
bureaucracy against another, whether in local union elections or on
the plane of federations. Thus SL members and caucus supporters in
a radical municlpal white collar union in New York, whose own slate
had been eliminated in the initial vote and faced with a run-off
election between two candidates representing different wings of the
bureaucracy, called for abstention while opportunists (black nation-
alists, CP, Workers League) supported the "lesser evil" bureaucratic
choice. Similarly, the SL had this to say on the formatlion of the
ALA: "The SL opposes the formation of the Alliance for Labor Action
(ALA), the ostensibly !progressiver' breakaway from the conservative
AFL-CIO, The ALA, initiated by Walter Reuther and based mainly on
the United Automobile Workers and the Teamsters, is belng sold to
rank and file unlonists as an organlizational step toward militancy
and, especially, to increasingly active black workers, as a break
from "1ily white" mainstream unionism. In actuality, this move
is an attempt by a section of the union bureaucracy, especially
Reuther, to mollify tremendous rank-and-file dlscontent, while es-
tablishing an outside base to challenge and simply replace the Meany
bureaucracy for international leadership of the AFL-CIO, The split
avolds the necessity for internal struggle against the manifestly
insupportable positions and practices of the leany leadership, leav-
ing everything basically as it is, pending an eventval return. The

' 1iberal ' Reuther could do a much more effective job for the ruling

class than the rigidly anti-communizt and conservative Meany 1in deal-
ing with, for instance, the French general strike. A union leader-
ship which was seriously interested in defeating Meeny and Co,
politically +..,.would have taken thelr fight to the mewbership in-
side the AFL-CIO and would not have left until physically thrown out,
But such a process would have unleashed a force that wonid also un-
seat Reuther himself... We must oppose any attemnts by other labor
fakers, like the Livingston leadership of District 65, to lead their
members into this fake-militant dead-end, and Insist on a program of
irreconcilable struggle to oust the entir Meany-Reuther~-Hoffa pureau~-
cracy,"’ (Development and Tactics of the Spartacist League, 1 Sep=
tember 1969.)

The chief task in the trade unions, as in socilety in general, is
determined by the historical crisis of proletarian leadership: to
politically expose and defeat the current traitorous leadership, and
replace 1t with one committed to proletarian principles. Thus while
revolutionists refust to choose sides in struggles between differing
wings of the bureaucracy, they always support and seek to win over
genuine movements of the rank and file against the bureaucracy, even
though they may be politically very backward and insufficient. The
SL, however, never adapts to such broad movements, but maintains its
program and seeks to provide political clarity and leadership.
Through transitional forms of organization in the unions, such as the
caucus, the SL struggles to win the best of the militants to a full
revolutlionary trade union program.

?
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The SL trade union program, like the SL program as a whole, is
based on the experience and lessons of the communist movement, as
codified primarily in the decisions of the first four congresses of
the Communist International and the founding conference Qf the
Fourth International, and most directly on the document produced
by the latter, The Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the
Fourth International--ihe Transitional Program (1938).+ Lt 1s not,
however, composed of a rigid orthodoxy and stale reiteration of the

and central thrust of the historic program of the communist move~
ment to the reallties and class struggle issues of the present per-
iod. This entails an unbreakable adherance to the underlying les-
sons of the struggles led by Marx, Lenin and Trotsky, and a wariness
lest any "adaptation" to "new realities" be a cover for a revision
of the basic tengts of Marxism, but it also requires a constant,
¢reatlve re-working:arid re-application of the demands of struggle,
i.e., the methods by which the basic principled goals are to be
fought for. Thus the call in the Transitional Program for a workers'
and farmers' government is outdated by the virtual elimination of
the small farner as a social factor and the fact that U.S. agricul-
ture is dominated by glant capitalist operations, so that the chief
contradiction 1s between capital and labor, as in the rest of the
economy, rather than between small producer and big capital.

The 3L program does not accommodate to the current level of con-
sciousness or mentality or mood of the workers, nor is it based on
the conception pushed by all reformists, but alsp by many misgulded
revolutionists, such as Progressive Labor or trade union opportunists
like the Workers' League, that the struggle can only be built around
those demands which are capable of leading to immediate victories.
It is to be taken for granted that the level of consciousness of the
workers is an important tactical consideration bearing on the ques-
tion of how the program is to be presented, and that revolutionists
always support all genulne actions of the oppressed, however minimal
or partial in terms of goals, to better their condition., It is pre-
cisely the task of the revolutionists, however, to volnt the way and
provide leadership for the struggle to go beyond the level of mini-
mum demands, which can never bieak through the pattern of accommo-
dation with the capltalist exploiters, and raise the consciousness
of the workers toc an awareness that the only solution to the prob-
lems of their exploitation lies in %the revolutionary overthrow of
the capitalist class and the puilding of soeialism, through the po-
litical power of the workers themselves,

A transitional program is thus not composecd of demands which
"can be won" under capitalism. Rather, it is based on the applica=-
tion of aspects of a revolutionary, socialist program to the current
situation in a manner that exposes the inability of capiltalism to
satisfy demands of the working class arising {rom the soclial crises
generated by the anarchic capitalist system itself. The "realiza-
bility" of these demands in a particular instance depends then on
the relationship of forces, which will only be decided by the strug-
gle. It expresses the objJjective, scientifically determined needs

For a full elaboration of the Spartacist program, see: Statement
of Principles of the Spartacist Leapue, Black and Red: The Class
Struggle Road to Negro Freedom and %evelopment and TactIcs of the
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and tasks of the working class in its attempt to deal with the pres-
ent situation in a truly revolutionary way. It is only upon this
course that permanent gains and real victories, victories which bring
the ultimate goal of socialism closer, by raising the level of strug-
gle, can be attained.

The trade union program is never a comprehensive program for the
class as a whole, 1In addition, because of the ‘pressure of day-to-day
struggles, trade union cadre are particularly prone to opportunist
deviations. Hence it 1is important that trade union activity be
closely supervised by the communist party. The aim is never merely
to disseminate anti-capitalist propaganda among the masses, but to
build trade union fractions that carry out the policles of that party
in particular, as a necessary component of the struggle for leadership.

The Spartacist League expects and welcomes the fact that such a
program necessarily entails a constant state of tenslion, of struggle
between 1itself and its environment, expecially in the context of the
labor movement. The SL rejects all paths which, based on a tired
unwillingness to struggle, lead to an accomodation of its forces with
the trade union arena. It is always necessary for the revolutionist
to counterpose to the narrow view of the path of least resistance
for struggle within the individual union the world~historical view-of
the 1lnterests of the working class as a whole and to counterpose to
the temptation of illusory "immediate gains" the alternative of a long,
slow base~building for the communist program. The SL seeks not
simply to recrult numerous trade union militants intd~its:.ranks, but
to build a solid core of communist cadre in the trade unions!

FREE THE UNIONS FRO!M GOVZRNMEMT CONTROL!
No Cops or Courts to Settle Union Affairs!

Especlally in the current period of imperialist decline and
renewed rivalires, the primary slogan must be for complete and total
independence of the trade unlions from the bourgeols’ state. All
attempts by the bureaucrats to find new accomodations with the state
in its drive to halt the class struggle and chain the working class
to the status quo must be resolutely opposed. "Labor representatives"
on government wage control boards have no power to "pressure" the
state into gliving the workérs a better deal, since the state 1s com-
pletely the organ of the imperialist ruling class itself. Govern-
ment price "controls", profit "controls" and labor leaders on the
control boards are all part of a facade to create the impression of
democracy, falrness and supposed . "neutrality" of the state in the
class struggle, while in reality the unions are being bound hand and
foot by the state. Thils facade must be ruthlessly ripped away and
replaced by the independent struggle of the workers to expose
capitalist machinations, price~flxing, rent-gouging, etc., through ... -
the trade unions, price control committees, tenants councils, and
other independent organizations of the workers. HNo labor fakers on
the control boards!

Especially in recent years, the full implications of the labor
laws (Taft~-Hartley, Landrum-Gpiffin, étc.) have come to the fore.
Thus the only action of the Nixon government on "civil rights" was

Spartacist .League, upon which this document draws heavily. (ed. note:
this point cauld be included in a possible intorduction to the finish-
ed document).
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to back the "Bhiladelphia Plan" of baack. liberal attacks on. the blataht
discrimination in the construction unions, which was an attempt
financially supported by the large corporations to destroy these power-
ful unions (it is noteworthy that this was followed by the noxious
efforts of sections of the bureaucraclies of these unions to win

Nixon's favor by supporting the war, which got them exactly nowhere,
since Nixon then imposed wage-price controls prior to the general
freeze on -~ the contruction unions!), All laws which in any way seek
to control, regulate, or in any way relate to the internal affairs of
the unions are reactionary and must be opposed, since the state 1is
never neutral, and will always use these laws to hamstring the left
wing, destroy the ability of the unions to struggle, etc. The Landrum-
Griffin Act, for instance, has had no effect on gangsterism in the
union movement., Its principal effect has been to raillrocad Jimmy
Hoffa, a tough and troublesome business unionist. It will be used
even faster against a revolutionary leadership, but probably never
agalnst the Mafia!

' The SL's policy has always been one of uncompromising opposition
to government interference in the labor movement. We are the only
tendency which has resolutely opposed the efforts of reformists and
misguided radicals to deepen the involvement of the state in the
internal affairs of unions by appealing to bourgeols courts to act
"impartially" against corrupt and undemocratic union bureaucrats.

Thus the SL opposed, while most of the left, particularly the
International Soclalists, supported a legal suit against Harry Bridges'
ILWU under the Civil Rights Act 1in order to oppose discriminatory
practices against a section of the ILWU membership. This appeal to--
the government only served to hand the bureaucracy a perfect hammer
with which to beat and help isolate the left. This unprincipled prac-
tice leads to replacing the control of the unions by the "labor lieu-
tenants of capital” with control by the capitalist state 1tself, com=’
pletely by-passing the need to bulld 2 movement based on the rank

and file capable of cleaning house in the unions and replacing the
bureaucrats with a qualitatively better leadership.

FOR UNION DEMOCRACY!
For Rank-and-File Control of the Unions!

Second only to the demand for trade union independence from the
state is the demand for union democracy, which assumes a more and more
c¢ruclal character the closer the cooperation of the bureaucrats with
the bourgeolsie becomes, Its realization presupposes the complete
independence of the unions from the state and the overthrow of the
internal regime of bureaucratic policemen of the bosses, It will only
be won the basis of the awareness that there 1s no longer any
possibllity for a return to the free, democratic, politically neutral
trade unions concerned only with the economic interests of the members,
Just as there is no possibility for return to the peaceful, business
unionism of the "benevolent" bureaucrats who assumed that the member-
ship was basically irrelevant to the running of the union., Political
neutrality is dead. The only truly democratic unions of the future
will be those in which a militant, highly organized movement, deeply
imbedded 1n the rank and file and fully conscious of the social and
political needs of the class struggle, smashes the regime of the
bureaucratic labor fakers and places in power a leadership
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firmly committed to the principles of revolutionary proletarian int-
ernationalism,

Thus while democratic unlons are generally incompatible with the
current period of monopoly capitalism (though it is still possible
for isolated small unions and locals to permit a modicum of democracy
for short periods), it is not true that a program of struggle based
solely on the issue of union democracy is sufficlient to lead to a
break from the capitallst system's dominance over the unions. Caucu-
ses and "left" oppositions with such limited programs inevitably ad-
apt to the status quo and compromise with the anti-democratic, bureau-
cratic forces precisely because they shy away from the revolutlonary
implications of their posltion in order to unite with all those who
espouse "democracy"” in the abstract but oppose the more radical poli-
tical course which 1is necessary to achieve it. Thus the attitude of
the Spartacist League to movements such as the Abel opposition in the
Steelworkers union (which is now in power, busy betraying the members
in the true spirit of MacDonald), Yablonski of the mine workers, Hor=-
rissey in the National Maritime Union etc., is either to polarize the
group along programmatic political lines, in the case that i1t embod-
ies a genuine motion of tge rank and file against the bureaucracy, or,
which is more often the case, to oppose 1t entirely 1f 1t simply rep-
resents the interests of a section of the bureaucracy on the "outs"
which wants to be "in".

AGAINST IMPERIALISM AND WAR!
For Labor Strikes Against the Var!

The tendency toward national chauvinism and support for the imp-
erlalist designs of the U.S. ruling class, on the grounds that some
workers at least would benefit--particularly the more skilled and ol-
der sections upon which the venal bureaucrats have always chiefly re-
lied for support--has always been strong in the American labor move-
ment. Now, however, it 1s more vital than ever to the bourgeoisie
that the labor bureaucracy be tied to its imperialist program and war
alms, since both are fundamental to the survival of the bourgeoisie
as a class and neither is possible without disciplined and relatively
docile work force. The day the working class rises in open rebellion
against the imperiallst policles of the government will be the day
that all the plans and hopes of the parasitic international capital-
ists and their war-mongering "defense" industry allies will come tum=
bling down like a house of cards.

The war in Vietnam, like every imperialilst adventure, was, from
the first, part and parcel of the American bourgeoisie's war against
"its" own people. Not only did the government send--and still sends
-~the working-class youth to dle for imperialist goals in which they
had no interest whatsoever, but it also robs the workers tarough war-
caused inflation and bloated taxes and then breaks their strikes;
uses savage "law-and-order" lawlessness against restless Blacks and
other oppressed minorities; and shhots down in cold blood the inno-
cent students who oppose it. In spite of all the atrocities, both
foreign and domestic, the only reason that part of the trade union
bureaucracy now tentatively opposes the war--after whole-heartedly
supporting it until only recently--is because the American bourgeoi-
sie itself, having attained some of 1ts goals but not others, at much
greater expense than it desired, became confused and was divided ag-
ainst itself as to how it should proceed,
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- From the very beginning, the Spartacist League fought in the
anti-war movement and in the unions for an uncomnromising oprosition
based on the class struggle, under the slogans, "Immediate and uncon-
ditional withdrawal of U.S. troovs", "Turn the anti-war movement into
the anti-capitalist movement", and "For labor strikes against the
war”, “le were denounced as sectarians for asserting the elemental
proposition that the war was a central issue in the class struggle
and should be treated as such, not as a nocn-class question of "peace"
waich could be fought by uniting all class forces togsther under the
banner of the liberal imperialists, who differ only tactically from
the "hawks"™ and seek an end to the war only on the basis of the con-
tinued rule of the bourgeoisie. It 1s this latter sort cof "opposi-
tion" which is of course favored by the "progressive" trade union bu-
reaucrats, who, in this as in all things, only tall after their libe-
ral allies. Their sole purpose 1z to present a "left" bureaucratic
face to the workers in order to head off and contain the mounting
rank-and-file militancy which 1s more and more consciously linked to
the war question. The Spartacist League does not compromise with
these fakers, but instead continues to struggle against them to tile
in the political guestion of the war with the class struggle as a
whole, particularly emphasizing the need for working-class action,
i.,e., strike action against the war and zll other Imperialist schenes
of the ruling class.

Tne cbjective situation is changed now, however, since the cur-
rent period is characterized not by the sole economic domination of
the world by U.S. imperialism, which led to the U.S. "policeman" role
in Korea, Vietnam and elsewhere, but by the renewed rivalry of th=
major imperialist powers. This puts the question of Vietnam into a
secondary positlion for the Aumerican bourgeoisie, but in its place is
the threat of a new world war for redivision of the world anongst the
major capltalist powers. The bourgeolsie of the various countries
are already preparing for this and have heen for sone time. This is
the absolutely inevitable outcome of the imperialicst rivalries; only
the class conscious intervention of the proletariat can forestall it.
An imperialist war flows directly from the predatory actions of the
different imperialist powers, which more and more come irtc conflict
on the world arena. Such a war will sharpen and aeighten the class
struggle but not change it fundamentally. Thus 1t is more vital than
ever to build a workers movement capable of wrenching tiie trade unions
out of the clutches of the traltorous compromisers who hand them over
to any lmperlalist aim the bourgeoisie can conjure up, and steering
them on the path against imperialism and war. Rank and file caucuscs
must oppose any and all inpulses of the bursaucrats to compromise
with the new imperialist goals, such as capitulating beiore the capi-
talist demands for protectionism which only passes the costs of inef-
ficiency onto the backs of the worlers {(as in the shoe industry in
New England), or generally going along with the Nixon program cn
"foreign" questions (the 10% import surtax, etc.,) in exchange for
minor concessions on the domestic scene.

Liberal lies about "defending democracy™ are shallow cover~ups.
The imperliallst bourgeoisie fights a world war only because it must
find a way to redivide the world in order to continue plundering it.
The proletariat in such a war has no interest in the victory of any
side; ;g has no country! The main enemy is still the boss at home;
thus tine defeuat of one's "own" bourgeoisie is the lesser evil.
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All countries, however, are not imperialist, The efforts of
the backward countries to free themselves from the yoke of imperial-
ism should be supported by the workers of the advanced countries
(though never through the auspices of their "own" government). How-
ever, this does not imply the slightest political confidence in the
bourgeois-nationalist regimes in these countries. Furthermore, the
so-called "Communist" countries have a dual nature similar to the
reformist trade unions. Because they represent historic and econo-
mic victories of the workers they must be defended against imperial-
ism; at the same time, however, their bureaucratic leaders betray
them to the bourgeoisie and must be smashed and replaced by the rev-
olutionary workerdmovement,

The SL calls for an end to the draft to hinder the ruling class
from mobilizing the population to fight for its imperialist designs.
In addition, we favor strengthening soldlers rights so they can re-
sist being helpless servants of imperialism. We call for a service-
man's union, supported by the labor movement, to be organized on an
explicitly anti.war and anti-imperialist basis,

FOR TRADE UNION UNITY!
For United Front Defense Against Capitalist Attacks!
Oppose Bureaucratic Divisiveness!

The announcement of the Nixon "freeze" program was a declaration
of war on the American working class. The automatic reaction of all
the U.S. trade unions should have been to unite and, poeoling their
resources for the fight, present a common front to the capitalist
enemy. Instead, the bureaucrats acted in their usual individual,
random manner, concerned only about the position of their own parti-
cular union organizations and even then, only about the security of
their positions as privileged despots within those organizations.
Their initial announcements of opposition were entirely bureaucratic,
i.e., not based on any attempt to mobilize or even consult the rank
and file. This, of course, 1s what enabled them to completely re-
verse themselves in a matter of days., Rank and file workers, howev-
er, saw the need to defy the government in a meaningful way and did
so by maintaining their strikes in the face of Nixon's threats.

This behavior by the bureaucrats is the inevitable, disastrous
result of the previous epoch of reformist trade unionism, in which
all that mattered to the bureaucrats was the security of their own
organizations (i,e., their ability to dependably collect the dues),
and everyone else be damned, Endless jurisdictional squabbles pre-
dominated, leading in many cases, such as the printing trades, to
the open herding and organizing of scabs by one union to break the
strikes and seize the territory of another! Similarly, disputes be-
tween craft and industrial modes of organization, and between differe
ent crafts, have played consistently into the hands of the bosses,
Generally, organization by crafts 1s more and more outmoded, especi-
ally since jurisdictional lines based on crafts that have some valide
ity 1n one historical period very quickly become meaningless in the
next, leaving trade union organizational divisions which only obstruct
the effective organization of the workers. Furthermore, craft "pride"
is simply used as a tool to divide the more skilled workers from the
less skilled. This is especially harmful when it occurs within the
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same plant, since i1t 1is often used to prevent the presentation of a
common front to the employer. The Spartacist League calls for the
united front against the attacks of the bosses on all levels and
generally, in keeping with the principles and practices of the
communist movement, cppose the splitting factics of the reformists
and trade unlon bureaucrats, from the ALA down to the phony radicals
who are ceaselessly looking for one "lesser evil" bursaucratic
faction to back agalnst another,

-~ FOR THE RIGHT OF PUBLIC EMPLOYEES TO ORGANIZE AND STRIKE!

Increasing numbers of under-paild city, state and federal workers
are finding that they need to organlze and strike in order to protect
their interests. 1In the last several years there have been signifi--n
cant strikes by transit workers, sanitation men, postal workers,
teachers, welfare workers and others, In the white collar areas,
this development 1is fairly recent. Organizing drives and unions
which result from them often have a more militant and democratic
character than older unions and are therefore more open and important
arenas for work by communist cadres, In many cases, these struggles
involve the need to transcend a middle-class attitude of "profession-
alism" which flows elther from the main characteristics of the social

role of the stratum involved, as in the case of teachers, or chiefly
from the need and desire of the bourgeoilsie to erect unnecessary,
consciousness-distorting barriers between the stratum and the working
class, as in the case of welfare workers. In both cases, these atti-
tudes are based on an obsolete relationshilip of class forces, and
obstruct the increasingly felt need of these former middle-cliass
strata to become proletarianized. True to form, the trade union
bureaucracies, in all except the youngest union formations, tend to
adapt to prolfessionalism and rely for support on the older, more
skilled sections, to the detriment of the younger and more militant
layers. This tendency goes hand iIn hand with the betrayal of these
bureauc ‘ats and their sell-out to the capitalist state, which in this
case is the employer.

Nowhere is the lack of "neutrzlitvy"™ of the state more evident
than in the case of public employees. ilot only is the state quite
comfortable in the role of capitalist employer, but it unabashedly
uses every resource at its command tc deny its employees the right to
organize and strike. Because of this, strike struggles have been
greatly sharpened. In two major cities, San Francisco and lew York,
virtual general strikes, led by the newer public employee sectors,
were deflected by the sell-out betrayals of the union bureaucrats.
The bourgeolsie particularly fears labor militancy on the part of the
publlc employees, because these struggles have an almost automatic
political and generalizing character about them, and because they
strike at the heart of the system, by paralyzing the general staff
of the ruling class. It is all the more important, therefore, for
the revolutionists to involve themselves in these struggles and bring
pressure to bear wherevsr possible throughout the labor movement for
support to the public employees.

It should be taken for granted that cops, FBI agents, military
police, professional officers, etc., are not part of the labor move-
ment, but rather are the voluntary, conscious agents of the ruling
class in its struggle against the workers, just as plant managers
and departmental supervisors, while they may be salaried "employees"
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are not workers because they are fundamentally on the other side of
the class 1line. Cops particularly are increasingly conscious of
their role as the core of the capitaiists!' repressive apparatus, as
the strike of New York City policemen showed. The SL, unlike oppor-
tunist polifical bandits like the Workers League, does not take sides
in an internal dispute within the repressive apparatus of the bosses.

ORGANIZE PFOR WORKERS' ARMED SELF DEFENSE!

In the present period the class struggle will tend to become
more violent as it heads toward the ultimate showdown between capital
and labor. The danger of fascism, i.e., the resort to direct mili-
tary role of the capitalist class to destroy the labor movement, will
once again become imminent. The tendency of the trade union
bureaucracy to physically repress dissidents within the unions will
increase, Already we have seen what the bourgeois state is willing
to do to anyone who dares oppose it, in the treatment of the Blacks
and the murders of students. Only the power of the labor movement
prevents the same rough treatment of 1t at this time. The nation-
wide postal wildcat strike showed how quickly the government will
call out the troops to break a strike when it has to, and the iewark
teachers strike, in which anti-union hooligans beat several NTU
teachers and right wing black nationalilsts continually threatened
pickets, demonstrated the potential for right-wing, anti-labor
attacks. The right wing bands and military power of the state can
ultimately only be defeated by armed workérs detachments, who have
the support of the masses of workers,

The first task, then, is to organize the defense of the strike
pickets and meetings, etc., and to be prepared to defend the right of
all tendencies loyal to the labor movement to exist in the union.
Workers self-defense groups should be organized and, wherever possible
drilled and trained in the collective use of arms. A new upsurge in
the level of struggle, such as a general strike 1in response to
government intervention, should be accompanied by not only the numeri-
cal increase 1ln these unite, but also their linking up throughout
regions, districts, cities, etc., into a workers militia, as the only
sure way to break scabbing and ensure the protection of workers
meetings, press, etc, Thus 1s the way prepared for the full arming
of the proletariat, which 1s a necessary part of the woikers' revolu-
tion and the underlying basis for the workeirs' state.

Only with the help of such systematic, persistent,
indefatigable courageous agitational work, always on the
basis of the experience of the masses tnemselves, is it
possible to root out from thzir consciousness the tradi-
tions of submissiveness and passivity; to train detachments
of heroilc fighters capable of setting an example to all
tollers; to inflict a series of tactical cdefeats upon the
armed thugs of counter-revolution; to ralse the self-
confidence of the exploited and oppressed; to compromise
fasclsm in the eyes of the petty-bourgeolisie and pave the
road for the conquest of power by the prolefariat,

- Death Agony of Capltllism and the Tasks of the Fourth

International (Transitional Program).
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II. TRADE UNIONS AND THE ECONOMY

Not only are the trade unions completely incapable, in the
advanced period of capitalist decline, of remaining at all democratic
and independent of {he bourgeols state power except under the lead=-
ership of the revolutionary proletarian vanguard, but also, due to
the declining rate of profit, and need for the imperialist bourgeoisie
to compete on the world market, they are increasingly incapable of ey~
en playing an effective defensive economic role fo hei y hips -
under the present leaderShips. Day after dag thg gu&%%uﬁr%%gbig%gips
track or actively sacrifice local grievances on the alter of produc-
tion; consign up hundreds and even thousands of their own members
to the army of unemployed-without a fight, so that scme - the
older and more skilled - may get some more money and a great deal
of overtime; and bargain uway all protectlions and provisions about
safety and worklng conditions (speed-ups, etc.) so that the employers
may make up many times over in increased production what they %lose"
when the workers' wages advance to meet the rising cost of living.

These practices are the inevitable results of trade unionlsm,
which has always represented only a minority of the more privileged
workers and generally tended to lgnore, amidst great pretensions,
the rest of the exploited and oppressed., The trade unions have
always catered solely to the needs of their own members (and this
only partially), completely falling to recognize how this related to
the needs of the rest of the working class, growth of the unemployed,
needs of women, raclal and immigrant minorities other than their
own members, etc. The result has been the remarkable decline of the
labor movement, to the point at which once mighty organizations such
as the UMW and NMU are mere shells of thelr former selves, narrow-
minded crafts such as the construction trades are literally being
physically assaulted by the ignored black unemployed who are suf-
ficiently desperate to scab on their more privileged brothers, and
new production methods and pools of scab labor are allowed to
continuously undermine the hard-won positions, job categories and
organizations of the workers.

At the head of all this sits the unlon bureaucracy, content, fat,
and satisfied to draw the full implications of their policiles as
long as they may also be able to draw thelr tremendous salaries.

They rest on an increasingly narrow base, however, as the recent
economic crisls especilally nas revealed. The bite of inflation and
the wide swath of lay-offs has cut deeply into the whole working
class, white, privileged and high seniodrity (and highly educated as
well) sectors in addition to the pvor, unorganized, low-skilled

and minorities, Trade union bureaucrats and certain misguided
fadlcals to the contrary, the working class has no material interest
in the class collaborationist, patriotic and pro-imperialist policies
of the trade unions, This cannot be sald of the "aristocracy of
labor", which has traditionally formed the core of the trade union
bureaucracy's base of support in the unions. However, this more
privileged section of the working class, actlively identifying with
the interests of imperialism because of marginal material benefits,
is limited to a relatively small group of the older, white, male,
nighly skilled workers and tradesmen.

Some say that because of the inability under imperialism of the
unions to even act reasonably well as defensive economic organiza-
tions of the class, andconcommitantly,. because of the bourgeoisie's
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increasing inability in crisis periods to grapnt even the mcst mini-
mal concessions, that a minimal economic program which advances the
class rather than falling backward, ("wapés offensive®) is trangie
tional", and therefore sufficient, ’because it is impossible for the
bourge0¢sie to grant. As in the case of union democracy as a
"sufficlent" program, nothing could be further from the truth. It
may be ten times more dlfficult for the bourgeoisie to grant simple
economic demands now than it was ten years ago, but 1t is never
impossible for them to grant concessions of this kind, even conces-
sions that hurt, if it is necessary in order to help keep the labor
movement on the path of bargaining with the bosses and away from the
road toward revolution. It is precisely the task of the revolution-
ists to put forward a program which breaks with simple economic
unionism, which hits at the causes of the crisis at 1ts roots in the
capitallst system itself, and which qualitatlively reorients the labor
movement in a revolutionary direction. The SL 1s never satisfied to
merely ride along on momentary moods of militancy which, however
massive and rebellious, have nevertheless not broken from trade
unionist habits of bargaining for a better material deal within the
system, but always seeks to pusih the struggle further, onto the plane
of political and revolutionary consciousness.

CONTRCL PRICES, NOT WAGES!
Smash the Wage Freeze!

The liberal pied pipers of the bourgeoisie, who demanded wage-
price controls, compulsory arbitration of contracts, no memberszhip
ratification of contracts, etc., since the end of the post-war boomn,
all in the name of "fighting inflation and unemployment", got what
they were really after." They enticed the tracde unlons into willing-
ly accepting their own bondage; they alded the trade union bureau-
crats in confusing the workers while the chains of government control
were locked into place on tahe labor mcvement. The liberals did their
Jjob so well that even the bureaucrats were a bit shocked when the key
on the lock was finally turned. One candldly remarked that Nixon's
vicious "freeze" (which he happened to be opposing at the monment)
was merely an accoumplishment of what the Democrats had LSeen calling
for.

Needless to say, the wage-price controls are for the purpose of
holding down wages as an artificial inducement to a new round of
business expansion, and have nothing whatsoever to do wlth controll-
ing prices. Likewise, the sleeping potions of the liberals and
trade unlion bureaucrats have nothlng in common with the program of
the working class for fighting unemployment and inflation., The
bourgeoisie blames inflation on the unions in order to prepare the
public for the smashing of the labor movement, but the workers'
militancy has merely been in response to the gobbling-up of hardwon
wage gains by the rising cost of llving, which has caused a drop in
real wages. Now it is necessary, in addition to demanding an end to
the wage freeze and strike ban, independence of the unions from all
government control and no labor participation on the control boards,
to call for independent labor organization to expose price and rent
increases and to raise the demand for stringent control of prices of
consumer goods and of rents, medicine, insurance, etc., Committees
should be set up under the leadership of the labor movement, involv-
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ing consumers, tenants, etc.,, to keep watch over prices, expose vio-
lations and agitate for these demands.

FOR A SLIDING SCALE OF WAGES AND HOURS!
For a Decent Standard of Living for 411!

In addition to elforts under workers control to curb price in-
creases, revolutionists must put forward the slogan of a sliding
scale of wages and hours, which 1s the solution to the twin evils of
unemployment and rising prices. The sliding scale of wages, which is
identical to an unlimited cost-of-living escalator clause, means
that wages rise 1in exact proportion to increases in the cost of liv-
ing, while the sliding scale of hours simply means that all avallable
work 1s portioned out evenly amongst the avallable workers, through
the mechanism of shortening the work week with no loss in pay. (Any
proposal for shortening the work week which elimlnates the last
point, as in Meany's call for a four day week, is an atrocilous be=-
trayal which slashes wages, passing the cost of curing unemployment
to the workers.) We demand jobs for all, not guaranteed annual hand-
outs!

Both these demands, the sliding scales of wages and hours, should
be extended to soclety at large; 1in fact, they cannot be fully con-
ceived of in any other context. The sliding scale of wages 1s the
basic flirst step in ensuring a decent standard of living for everyone
by keeping the minimum acceptable wage, which legally always seems to
be about ten years behind the times (and at that always eliminates
huge sections of workers, such as farm workers, who are apparently
presumed to be sub-human) strictly in line with the rising cost of
living. The sliding scale of hours, like the scale of wages, can be

artially implemented in a single union contract, but its extension
to society at large is vital if the hoarding of jobs by some workers

at the expense of others 1s to be fully replaced by an equal distri-
bution of the work, recognlzing the right to employment for all work-
ers.

ORGANIZE THE UNORGANIZED AND THE UNEMPLOYED!
For Strikes Against Lay-offs!

Responsibility for unemployment, or rather, for preventing 1t,
begins at home: no union worthy of the name should allow massive
lay-offs, whether contractually legal or not (¥), to occur within
its Jurisdiction without launching a struggle of the most serious
proportions. Lay~offs must be met with industry-wide strike action
to feorce the re-hiring of laid-off workers.

The responsibility of the labor movement does not end there, how-
ever. "Under the menace of 1its own disintegration, the proletariat
cannot permit the transformation of an increasing section of the
T¥) Richard nixon has shown us in what little regard the bourgeoisie
holds the "sacred inviability" of the contractual obligation: he has
single-handedly revoked the bourgeoisie's obligations at a single
stroke. The bosses, of course, continue to insist that the workers
continue to obey to the letter all of their obligations!
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workers into chronically unemployed paupers, living off the slcps

of a crumbling society" - Death Apony of Capitalism and Tasks of

the Fourth International (Transitional Program). ALt is oneé thing

to desplse the hard-core lumpen~proletariat, i.e., those who, having
been unemployed and generally downtrodden by the capltalist system
for so long that they have completely given up looking for honest
work and have been turned from reasonable human beings into vile
parasites: drug pushers, petty gangsters, pimps, thieves, profess-
ional strike~breakers, etc. It 1s entirely another to be indifferent
about the process of lumpenization. 1hLe working class, for 1ts own
survival, must actively struggle for the right to employment, the
only serious right left to a worker in a soclety based on exploita—
tion. In addition, the trade unions have to continually seek out the
new pools of potential scab labor and hard, non-union areas, such as
the South, and commit all thelr resources to breaking Into them and
organizing the workers, The alternative is not merely that employed
workers will increasingly regard welfare recipients as their main
enemy, when in fact they are honest poor and workers who cannot work
or whose unemployment benefits have run out, but that the entlre
labor movement will be swamped and destroyed by the army of the des-
titute, which will be unleashed by the capitalists, The ruling class
will be the only victor in the war between the employsd and unemploy-
ed worker!

OPPOSE THE SPECIAL OPPRESSION OF BLACK WORKERS!
Fight All Forms of Racial and National Discrimination!

American Blacks are not a "nation", potential or otherwise,
They are a race-color caste, in the main fully integrated into the
U.S. economy and working class, but forcibly suppressed and segre=
gated into the bottom layers, However, they are not only tne most
oppressed section of the working class, but also that section which
is most victimized, through ghetto life and permanent unemployment,
with the process of lumpenization and forcible renoval from the work-
ing class. The race question in the U.,S. is thus intimately bound
up with the question of the right to employment and the survival of
the unions. Besldes wiping out all forms of raclal discrimination
in industry and in the labor movement itself, and raising other de-
mands relating to unemployment, etc,, the trade unions must pay at-
tention to the special struggles of black and all other racial and
national minority workers (Puerto Ricans, Mexicans in the Southwest,
etc.) interceding wherever possible to help eradicate the basis for
these social divisions and create truly integrated class organiza-
tions capable of uniting all of the oppressed.

The up-grading of black and other minority workers into skilled
Job categories from which they are presently excluded 1s an import-
ant aspect of this task. As in the general case of ensuring a fair
distribution of work, however, care must be taken here to preserve
the hard-won gains of all workers, not sacrifice some for the sake
of others. No worker of whatever color should be made to give up
his job for another; rather, the work should be shared equally by
shortening the work week at no 1¢ss in pay. While union-sponsored
training programs, up-grading classes, etc., should clearly be made
available to those who need them most, the SL opposes preferential
treatment for any section of the working class based on race, and
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emphasises instead the struggle against all barriers standing in the
way of equal access to all jobs by all workers.

Impelled by both the legitimate grievances and oppression of
blacks as workers, and by the mood of petty-bourgeois black sep=-
aratism which has been prevalent 1n the black ghettos since the
failure of the refornmist-led civlil rights movement to affect any
real changes, the black cauvcuses formed in many lmportant trade
unions have shown a contradictory nature, Sometimes vehlcles for
militant rank-and-file struggle against the bosses and reactionary
trade union bureaucrats, they have also been turned into organizers
of black scabbing, dual unionism and simple union-busting. Thus a
black caucus in an important municipal strike Iin Chicago captured
leadership of the entire strike and won the backing of the white
workers on the base of a class struggle program, while another in
a New York city municipal union, as part of a power-play based on a
separatist approach, sought in the bourgeols courts to have the union
de-certified for failure to sign a no-strike pledge! Similarly, in
the UAW, where black workers have shown themselves to be more will-
ing than whites to engage 1in serlous struggle and thus potential
leaders in the fight for class demands, black causcuses have rang-
ed from those that saw no difference between the company and the
union and called upon blacks to stop paying dues, to one other that
dropped all=black exclusionism and came cleose to adopting a transi-
tional program,

If a black caucus is to play a positive role and not a react-
ionary one of further dividing the class, it must be built on the
basis of a program which fights for the class interests of all
workers, as well as against the special oppresslon of black workers.
Such a caucus must lead a unified struggle to smash the union bur-
eaucracy and re-direct the labor movement toward revolutionary un-
ification of all the oppressed. This cannct be done by a caucus
representing one section only, especially if it excludes others
from its ranks solely on the basis of race., The basis for judge-
ment of a caucus, however, especlally in the iniltial stages, is its
political program (which includes its actions as well as 1ts words),
not its composition or initial basis of support. A black caucus
with a class struggle program can pliay a transitional role in the
unions, representing the special needs of black workers in the
struggle against discrimination, unemployment, etc., just as any
principled caucus 1s a transitional form standing between the trade
unions and the revolutionary vanguard party.

The proletarian attitude to the race gquestion thus has nothing
in common with the petty moralisms of the bourgeois liberals or the
non-struggle palliatives of the black natlonalists, both of whom
blame the white masses for thé racial discrimination which is fost-
ered and maintained by the capitalist system for the excliusive
benefit of the bourgeoisie. Rathsr, it is based on the understand-
ing that whille the struggle for Negro freedom 1s more taan simply
the class struggle of black workers, nevertheless it can only suc-
ceed through the struggle for soclalism to liberate all the working
and oppressed peoples. The Spartacist League has no patience with
the wnite-guilt liberal patronizers who despise the workers, applaud
any phony with a black face, never criticlze, etc. We say instead
to the class-~conscious black workers: the cholice is up to you;
elther the futile path of petty-bourgeols separatism, leading in-
evitably to race conflict and genocide for all blacks, or the class
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struggle road, which alone can lay the material basis for the final
eliminatlon of race hatred!

FIGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF THE WOMAN YORKER!

The speclal opprecsion of women 1s the oldest form of social
oppression and perhaps the most deeply imbedded aspect of class
exploitation. The liberation struggle of women is a vital part of
the fight for working-class emancipaticn, in the trade unions as
elsewhere, Based in the institution of the bourgeols famliy, which
is central to capitalism, woman's oppression pervades all of soclety
and has always been an important question in the labor movement.
Thus despite the early discovery by the capitalists of women and
children as sources of cheagp factory labor, it has always been nore
important to the bosses to maintain religion and the family as
schools for dociiity, submissiveness and superstition among the
workers than to sponsor alternatives which would have freed women
to play a greater role in the labor force. "In short, the family
1s the key social unit for the naintenance of capitalism: the
worker's family by which the labor force 1s reprcduced, the capil-
talistes by which his property (i.e., the congealed life blood of
the workers) i3 transmitted to his sons." ~letter of J. Robertson,
Development and Tactlcs of the Spartacist League, p. 39.

The economic aspects of the oppressed position of women pro-
vide the most immediate benefits to capitalism. Whenever the
bosses need to draw women out into the labor force, they use the
1deology of male superiority to justify the super-exploltation of
women workers - that 1s, women being paid less for doing the same
work as men, After all, a "woman's place 1s in the home", "a
man has the responsibllity of supporting a family, a woman only
works because she wants to," The lie is pushed that women are
fit only for domestic chores and that therefore thelr labor is not
worth as much as the labor of men. Women make up over one third
of the American labor force, but the wages of the full-time work-
ing woman average only 60% of those of the average male working
full time. Socialists must seek to raise conscilousness, pointing
out, for instance, that male chauvinism divides the workers, and
that lower wages for women mean lower wages for everyone. In
Britain, where unions have calculated that wages would increase
11% if women recelved the same pay as men, equal pay for equal
work has become a major unlon demand. If ignored by the labor
movement, and allowed to be steeped in religlous and familial
supcrstition by the capltalists, womenrn can become a ready source
of anti-union and counter-revolutlonary forces; but as part of the
labor movement, rather than belng "fraglile" or "helpless", women
can wleld workers power 2s well as men and play a vital and leadé-
ing role with steadfastness and determination.

Besides ralsing the slozans of "equal pay for ecual work and
equal access to all job categories", the trade unions must fight
for demands which tend to alleviate the social burdens of women
as mothers and unpald domestic laborers, such as free twenty-four
hour child care, free cafeterias at the work placez, pald leaves
of absence for pragnancy, free zbortion on demand, freely avail-
able birth control devices and. information, etc. The trade unions
should lead 1n setting up price control committees and other worker-
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consumer organizations ta fight for these demands, but it is impor-
tant, especlally for would-be radicals to note, that the core of the
problem 1s the impossibility of replacing the famlly as a fundament-
al soclal unlon under capitalism. Thus trade unlon sponsored co-
operatives, child care centers, etc., while they may have some merit
in a transitional sense, are entirely secondary to the task of build-
ing an anti-capitalist movement of struggle which can reach out to
and mobilize the great masses of women behind the banner of working-
class power.

Special protective labor laws for women are discriminatory in
a certain sense, since they exclude women from some occupations and
appear to consign women to a special, "inferlor" status. In the
main, however, they are concessions which have been wrenched out of
the capitalists through struggle, and consist basically of element-
ary human protections and rights. It is completely backward to
advocate their removal in the name of "equality"; this lnevitably
means a worsening of conditions: the "equality" of oppression, °
While we oppose those laws that bar equal access to all job cate=-
gories, the SL seeks simply to extend these basic clauses to men
as well.

FIGHT FOR THE RIGHTS OF YOUTH!

Like the black and woman worker, the young worker is often
the victim of a double oppression., Often forced out of oppressive
conditions 1in school and onto the job market at an early age out of
economic necessity, the youth finds most of the social cards stacked
against him. The unskllled young worker, often with a féamily to
support, finds it imposslble to get a decent job with any promlse of
advancement, and must accept the worse, dead-end jobs at the lowest
pay and with the greatest chances of getting laid off or fired.

Thus it 1s that the brutal and de-humanizing life of the imperialist
army, because it at least offers some economlic security, often seems
more attractive than the life of a civilian worker.

More often than not, apprenticeships and training programs,
whether sponsored by unions or the employer, are used not to train
but to provide the boss with a source of speclal cheap labor for
as long as possible, Furthermore, the legitimate rights of senior=~
ity have, under the Jjob-trusting pollcies of the union bureaucrats,
been turned into an oppression of younger workers. Many unions
allow the boss to hire youths, at low pay, and work them twice as
hard as the older, skilled workers, and then fire them Just before
they are "qualified" to Jjoin the union., We demand an end to all
probationary periods for union memberships. Furthermore, union
regulations often permlt vdrious abuses of pey young workers. This
has nothing in common with protecting the rights of the older work-
ers! Unless it turns i1ts face toward the youth, the labor movement
will literally die of old age, unless it 1is smashed first. Train-
ing programs must be strictly for training, under full control by
the rank and file on tne job, with trainees receiving full pay.

The sell-out of the rights of yuaunger workers by the bureaucrats
must be broken: fight for the closed shop, union control of hiring,
and no victimizatlions, firings,; or lay~offs for any legitimate
worker! Apply uniform standards of safety and working conditions,
and apply the shorter work week at no loss in pay to accomodate

all those looking for work.
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The Spartacist League recognizes the vital importance of youth
in the revolutionary movement, and seeks to orient these fresh forces
into the struggle to revitalize the unions, As many of the older,
more privileged workers surrender the struggle, it will be the
younger and more oppressed layers who take up the banner. They have
the spirit, courage and determinetion tc fight and they see their
enemy with the clear vision of youth. We are building for the
future!

NO SECRETS! CPEN THE BOOKS!
EXPROPRIATION OF INDUSTRY UNDER WORKERS CONTROL!

The era of free trade and competition has been dead and gone
for a long time, but the monopoly capitalism which replaced it has
not only failed to eliminate the anarchy of production, but has
carried it to a higher plane,concentrated & lntensifi¢d the unplanned,

convulsive nature of the economy and posed the inevitabllity of crises
and depressions of undreamed of, international magnitude. With this
has gradually come the awareness on the part of almost all capital-
ist politiclans of the need for cecntrols on the economy of some kind
or another. Thus the cold war "defense budget, carefully turned on
and off like a spigot by high level capitalist "planners," was the
mechanism by which the post-war boom was maintalned, and liberal
and conservative alike now applaud dixon's wage freeze and "special"
hand~-outs (Lockheed).

The question, of course, is who controls. When workers raise
defensive, economic demands, the capitalists say, "That is infla-
tionary," "This is too extravagant," "The economy can't afford
that", ete., When the relatively more democratic unicns hold dis~
cussions on thelr demands for negotiations, you can always hear the
bureaucrats saying, "We can't possibly win this," "The money's just
not there for that," etec., etc., ad nauseum. The problem is that
neither the bourgeois politicians nor the trade union bureagucrats
are the least bit capable, nor do they have the desire, to even
know what can be afforded or not, let alone attempt to wring it out
of the parasitic exploiters in spite of theilr howls, The excuse
for the secrets of the corporations, that they are necessary for
protection from competitors, is based on the dead era of competi-
tion; it is a lie to cover up the real purpose of the monopoly
corporations, which is to find new ways to bleed both workers and
consumers dry in the interest of greater profits, They have no
secrets from each other (interlocking directorates ended that long
ago), only from soclety. Workers must demand to see the books, and
tc themselves oversee and explaln to soclety the deblts and credits
of the economy, behind the scenes deals and swindles, and the un-
conscionavle squandering of human labor that results from the pur-
suit of profit. - Hale

Thigsfirst "step toward workers'! control must oe cvompapied by
demands - for the expropriation under workers! control of the key
bpanches:of heavy industry .and central transport, as.the beginning
of the reorganization of production for social needs. This has
nothing to do with the plans for partial "nationalization" of sec-
tors of the economy by the bourgeoisie itself (heartily endorsed by
the labor bureaucrats, who are always eager for new posts for
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themselves as "labor representatives"), since the bosses' goals in
such cases are merely to preserve a bankrupt section of the capital-
ist system by passing the debtis on to the workers tarougnh taxes.
When the bourgeolsie and bureaucrats call for natlonallzations, our
response should be: expropriation under workers' control with no
indemnificationl!

At this point 1t becomes clear that the heart of the economic
ills of soclety 1s that under capitalism, production is for profit,
not for social use, and that the core of monopoly capitalism, the mo-
nopolies themselves and the banks, need to be ezpropnriated in order
to reorganize the entire economy, eliminating anarchy and waste.

The banks are chiefly important because they already play a heavy
hand in organizing, directing and controlling the economy, but they
do so anarchically, from the point of view of maximizing profit
rather than social production. For this it is necessary to pose the
question of the expropriation of the bourgeolsie as a class through
workers' power. Any other road necessarily means the loss of the
gains of the workers so far, the turning of the worker-controlied
industries into impotent cooperatives, at the mercy of the capitalist
marker; new attacks on the living standards and organizations of tne
workers, etc. Forward to workers'! power!

I1TX. THE TRADE UNIONS AND POLITICS

"The question of the relationships between the party,
which represents the proletariat as it should be, and the
trade unions, which represent the proletariat as it is, is
the most fundamental question of revolutionary Marxism.,"

--Trotsky, Comuunism and Syndicalism

The trade unions by themselves are inherently an institution of
capltalist soclety, being for the purpose of defending the workers
against the capltalists., Incapable of organizing more than a minority
of the workers and completely blind to the fact that the only suc-
cessful defense of the workers involves an offensive against the
capltalists, the trade unions are partial and unsacisfactory even in
their assigned role. Left to thelr own devices, they are completely
incapable of verceiving or acting in any way lnconsistent with the
continued existence of the capitalist system., They have been cre-
ated or advanced only when thrust forward by the class struggle and
revolutionary actions of the mass of workers themselves, as in the
sit-down strikes which built the CIO; and evesn then,the trade union-
ist leaderships have at once sought to hold back the struggle and
find ways to work within the svstem. Differences between the AFL
and CIO very quickly became subsumed under the problem of competition
for the allegiance of the Roosevelt government,

BUILD A LABOR PARTY BASED ON THE TRADE UNIONS!

The U.S. 1s the only major industrial country in the world which
has no major party separate from the capitalist parties, claiming to
represent the working class. The historical reasons for this situ-
ation include the role of the Communist Party Iin wedding an important
section of the labor movement to the Roosevelt administration, es-
pecially in the period of the rise of the CIO, when independent
working-class commlittees for political action were belng formed, and
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the CP's subsequent role as the "left-wing" of the Democratic Party.
In addition, the post-war anti-communist wltch hunt physically
purged the labor movement of thousands of its more conscious and
militant elements. The slogan for a labor party has been an impor-
tant component of the Trotskyist transitional progranm for the U.S.,
but in most periods has had a generally abstract educational char-
acter because 1t daid not correspond to any strong felt needs of the
workers. The Vietnam war, rise of trade union militancy and renewed
capitalist crisis has changed thet.

The significant support for the racist, right-wing Wallace cam-
paign among Northern ethnic white workers was both an example and a
result of the uiter disorientation of the U.S. left on this question.
While many of Wallace's adherents, especially in the South, were
hard-core reactionaries and bigots, many were traditionally Democrats,
often former supporters of Robert Kennedy, and union members who
were fed up with liberal pablum and responsive to Wallace's "little
man" populism. These discontented workers, willing to desert the
two major parties, responded to high taxes and inflation by demanding
an end to welfare "hand-outs" and to the Vietnam war through victory,
reflecting in a raclst way their own economic¢ insecurity. Had a
class~conscious labor party been present with the forces of the
"independent" anti-war campaigns, a significant section of Wallace's
supporters might instead have rallied behind demands which cut
through the objective baslis for racism: decent jobs for all and im-
mediate withdrawal from Vietnam,

The struggle for a labor party based on the trade unions is in-
separable from the struggle to replace the trade union bureaucracy
with a revolutionary leadership. The bureaucrats are so hopelessly
bound up in the mechanism of capitalist politics that the only an=-
swer they had to the obvious crumbling of the post-war liberal-labor
coalition in the Democratic Party was to seek the favor of the re-
actionary Nixon government in the middle of a counter-revolutionary
war and Nixon's mounting attacks on labor itself! 7o make as the
main axis of one's tactical implementation of this demand the call
that the bureaucracy form a labor party, as does the Workers League,
is an opportunist adaptation to the bureaucracy at the expense of the
rank-and-file struggle which 1s the slogan's only real basis. Soms
bureaucrats, faced with complete defeat, may Jjoin a labor party
"pandwagon" to consciously deflect it, but in general, the labor
party can only be built over the political corpse of the bureaucracy.

Some say that a labor party can only be an obstacle on the path
to the bullding of the revolutionary vanguard narty, since it will
require such a mass upsurge to build it that the mass revolutionary
communist party will be able to be bullt instead and anyway, it will
Just be immediately taken over by bureaucrats and turned against the
revolution. This is a completecly ahistorical conception. If an
upsurge is powerful enocugh to form a mass communist party and pose
the question of revolution, it will not simultaneousliy create ob-
stacles to itself. Labor parties, llke trade unions, are only cre~.
ated as a result of class advances to serve the interests of the
class. The CIO was necessary, even though it was guickly taken over
by bureaucratic leaderships because of the lack of a revolutlonary
vanguard party to challenge the bureaucrats. Later, in times of
waning struggle or retreat, these formations can turn into obstacles
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if their leaderships are reformist or counter-revolutionary.

Workers need their own party to defend thelr interests and test
in practice the results of policies of working-class leaders and mis-
Teaders. Revolutionists must always fight for their revolutionary
program and leadership, before, during and after the formation of

such a narty. Lven if mis-lcacders temporarily win domlnarice, such a
formation willi establish a framework in which the political leaders
are directly responsible to the workers, who will be the ultimate
Judges of the leadership, rather than only to themsclves, which
means in practice to the capitalist system. In those clrcumstances
we will struggle within for our revolutionary program. The formation
of such a party in itself would be & quailtative step forward, since
tne working-class programs of the revolutionists would thereby have
a class framework within which to come to the fore and be tested.

BUILD CAUCUSES, FACTCRY COMMITTEES AND
SHOP STEWARE COMMITTEES!

The initial form of organization of the communists in tne unions
is the caucus, which is the nucleus of the alternative, revolutionary
leadership for that union. It unites memuoers of the vanguvard party
with those union militants who agree with that sectlon of the party's
program for the unlons, akiag clear that it is not simply personal
positions, but the program of an organized gvouping which competes
for leadership with the union bureaucracy. he caucus struggles for
union democracy and rank-~and-{ile control of the union. The caucus
must expose the union bureaucrats as unwilling and unable to fight
for the felt needs of the workers, and must transcend simple bread-
and-butter unionism with its programn of transitional demands linking
proletarian class consciousnszss with a unified perspective of general
social struggle against capltalism. Thus the caucus program 1s a
full, not partial, revolutionary program for 1ts arena, but it is not
the . same as the fulx program of the party ltself, therehy enabling all
those who agree with thez revolutionary progran for the unions to work
together with the communists whether they agree with other aspects of
the program or not.

In strikes or times of greater upheaval, caucuses can form the
nucleus for the formation of strike committees and lactory committees,
which deal chiefly with issues relating to tne normal functioning
of the union, but which are often necessary simply to prevent the
betrayals of the bureaucrats, or wage the shop floor struggles
around local grievances, firings, work conditions, etc., which the
bureaucrats never seem to have nwuch time for.

Factory committees, furtihermore, esneclially if they continue
and grow, are especially important because they are an elemental,
shop floor organ of dual power, i.e., they are the workers' organi-
zation for control over the work prccess and the factory itself in
complete and irreconcilable oppositiocon to the management of the
bosses. They are able to niobilize the more oppressed and backward
layers of the workers that the union ordinarily cannot reach., They
are important and the idea of them should te raised as sarly as pos-
sible, for they form the fundamental basis for cdual power on the
higher levels later. Lacking them, the workers will be unprepared
to sieze the opportunity in a general strike or revolutionary situ-
ation to set up workers' councils, which are essential organs of
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workers power on the national levels., It should be noted, however,
that the caucus 1is not the same as the factory committee; the party
is not the same as the workers' council., Factory committees, strike
committees, workers' councils are organizations of workers power,
which are essentlal at various periods for the workers' conscious
organization and operation of their own struggle and tuelr social and
political conquests.,

Despite the New Left's lack of interest in the labor movement,
it is not surprising that current forms of labor radicalism reflect
elements of New Left ideology. Wew Left commitment to militancy for
the sake of militancy combined with a belief in the virtues of de~
centralization has produced a form of New Left syndicalism. The goal
of New Left syndicalism is to break the shop floor from the authority
of the international unions. The socialists' goal in the unions 1is
not occasional defiance of the bureaucracy, but rather its overthrow
to command the tremendous power of the organized working class for
revolutionary ends, Shop floor militancy can be an important element
of a left-wing oppositional movement, but only 1f it is put at tne
service of all-union, politically based caucuses which alone can pro-
vide an alternative leadership to the bureaucracy as a whole, The
trouble with the American labor moverment 1s definitely not that it is
too centralized. On the contrary, it is too fragmented and a revolu-
tionary leadership would concentrate the entire resources of the
movement in support c¢f previously isolated groups of struggling work-
ers,

FORWARD TO A WCRKERS' GOVERNMENT!

Revolutionists do not raise the slogan for a workers' government
in the bourgeois-democratic sense, i.e., counter~-posed to the dictat-
orship of the proletariat, Rather, it is raised as a means of ex-
posing the false leaderships-of the workers, by demanding that they
break with the bourgeoisle and take the pcwer into their own hands.,

In 1917 the bolsheviks demanded that the Socialist Eevolutilonaries
(SR's) and Mensheviks break with the liberal bourgeoisie and take
power, refusing, however, to enter thelr government or carry political
responsibility for it. Since these were the major "sociallst" par-
ties, their refusal to break with the bourgeoisie and take power had
a tremendous educational impact on the masses, who were class con-
scious, pro-socialist, but unsure of how to throw out the bourgeoisie
and achieve workers'! power. This expericnce doomed these false lead-
erships in the eyes of the masses as worthless, and other experience
has confirmed that the parties of petty~bourgeois democracy (including
phony "soclialists": SR's, soclal democrats, Stalinists, anarchists,
etc,) are incapable of leading the workers to power, that is, of
breaking with the bourgeoisie,

"The central task of the Fourth International consists in free-
ing the proletariat from the old leacdership, whose conservatism is
in complete contradiction to the catastrophic eruptions of disinte-
grating capitalism and repreésents the chief obstacle to historical
progress, The chief accusation which the Fourth International ad-
vances against the traditional organizations of the proletariat
is the fact that they do not wish to tear themselves away from the
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political semi-corpse of the bourgeoisie. Under these conditions,
the demand, systematically addressed to the old leadershnip: "Break
with the bourgeoisie, take power®" is an extremely important
weapon..."--=Transitional Progran.

The slogan for a workers government, then, is not identical to
the call for workers' councils, dual power, or workers' power gener-
ally, nor is it contradictory: 1t is a transltional formulation for
asserting the generally understood need for tne working class to
take power in order to expose false leaderships who are unéble to
act because of their ties with the bourgeocisie, Its application is
equally valid in the case of Stalinist popular fronts, such as
Allende in Chile, or trade union bureaucratic formations, such as the
British Labor Party. The former requires the demand in order to
break the cross-class alliance of the workers' and bourgeois parties,
the latter in order to expose the bureaucrats in the role of front
men for the capitalists, governing in the name of the workers only.
In both cases, political support or responsipility for the acts of
such a government 1s absolutely excluded., (In a popular front, no
political support, however critical, is possible for the worxers
partles involved, since by seeking nower in alliance with bourgeoils
parties they have fundamentally subordinated themselves to the ruling
class. A reformist labor party seeking power indevendcently, however,
may be critically supported in the electlons 1n order to facllitate
the communists' intervention in the labor movement to challenge the
leadership.

THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY

The incessant struggle between capital and labor, of which the
trade unions are merely a part, can only be resolved from the prole=
tariat's point of view by the revolutionary destruction of the capil-
talist ruling class and its replacezment in power by the proletariat
itself. For this the workers need a revolutionary vanguard party to
take up, lead and organize the struggle from the points at which the
trade unions leave off. Thus in order to run a strike in one indus-
try, the trade union form of organization is sufficient in most
cases, althcugh the sharp eyes of the ranks, including special strike
commlittees sometimes, etc., are usually required to pnrevent a crass
surrender of the field by the cowardly bureaucrats., In a genersal
strike 1n a whole city or country, however, many more tasks are re-
quired than the trade unions can perform: uniting the strike leader-
ship into one central body, organizing the non-unionized masses of
workers and oppressed behird the strike, developing coordinated arm-
ed self-defense against scabbing, =tc., and organizing essential
services such as food and other supplies, keening the hosplitals run-
ning, etc. Organizing the insurrectiocn, the centralizing of workers!
control units, militias, etc., into a workers state requires even
more the central leadership of an "active minority" organiged into
a party and prepared in advance, through struggle, to be able to act
swiftly and correctly, at the head of the vanguard of the working
class and with the confldence of the mass of tne workers behind it.

Thus together with the need to overthrow the union bureaucracy
and replace 1t with a revolutionary leadership is the even more
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important need to build, and prepare consclousness of the need for,
organs of workers power and a workers vanguard party. The party,

in turn, must work in the unions in order to reach the masses of
workers and prepare them as much as possible for mobilization for
the seizure of power, so that if, by bureaucratic trickery and de-
laying tactics, elements of the trade union bureaucracy manage to
¢ling to their posts right up until the time of the revolutlion and
even past 1t, as it 1s likely that many of them will, their ability
to disorient, confuse and hold back the masses will be reduced to

a minimum. The bureaucrats, liberals, reformists and sven phony
"socialists" of all kinds will constantly try to obstruct the work
of the party and drive it out of the unions, by red-baiting and other
noxious tactics. They will claim, for instance, thatthe party, be-
cause its members hold discipline to the party higher than obedlence
to the trade union bhureaucrats, seeks to destroy the independence of
the unions by "annexing" them to itself and destroying them. To
this we must respond, "Trade union 'autonomy' means inevitably the
victory of 'trade unionist' reformism, and thus of capitalism it-
self; therefore it is you who destroy the unions. There 18 no
'autonomy'; there is only the dishonest leadershilp of the pro-capi-
talist minority or the open leadership of the vanguard party}"

The trade unions cannot substitute for the vanguard party, nor
can the functions of the two be artificidlly separated, the one
"autonomously" performing its "economic" function while the other
separately handles the political. The struggle for leadership of the
class does not take place in a vacuum. The communists assume this
leadership of the class not only by virtue of thelr militance in
the class struggle, but also by conscilously counter-posing themselves
to the traditional leadership of the class: soclal democrats, Stalin-
ists, trade union reformists. False leaderships represent the
ideology of capitalism within the workers movement, and they cannot
be combatted by cilrcumvention. The very essence of revolutionary
leadership 1s that it is bullt on the basis of struggle within the
organizations of the working class for earned authority to iead.

Only in this manner can the communists recruit the core of the pro-
letarian vanguard into 1ts ranks, and thereby secure the essential
links with which to mobilize the masses.

BUILD THE SPARTACIST LEAGUE!

The Spartacist League, whille not yet a party, is the nucleus
of the revolutionary vanguard party in the U.3. The building of
the vanguard party in the U.S, depends in large measure on the abili-
ty of the SL to root 1tself in the working class, principally in the
trade unions. It is for this purpose that the present program is
elaborated.

At our present level of size and influence, the SL is not gen-
erally able to shape and direct major aspects of the class struggle,
Therefore, the nature of SL union work 1s necessarily of an exemplary
character, demonstrating in practice, although in a limited way,
those policies which we will fight for when we can provide direct
leadership on a wider scale, and at the same time, giving our com-
rades the experience and skills necessary to assume that role.
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Just as redirecting the trade unions in the direction of revolu-
tionary proletarian internationalism is the only conceivable way of
wrenching them out of the service of the most die-hard reacticnaries,
so the rooting of the revolutionary communist mcvement in the trade
union struggles in this period, through the 8L, is the only path by
which the historic erisis of leadership of the proletariat can begin
to be conquered,

FIGHT FOR REVOLUTIONARY PROLETARTIAN INTHRNATIONALISH IN THE TRADE
U TONS!

SMASH THE TRADE UNION BUREAUCRACY!
BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY VANGUARD PARTY!
BUILD THE SPARTACIST LEAGUE!



Iheses on the Women's Liberation Movement

1. Because the oppression of women is deeply rooted in all class cultures and
rests upon an institution=--the family-=-central to social and economic 1life, women
have not regarded themselves as an oppressed social group whose condition could
be changed,

2, Significant political movements directed at women's oppression have been ex-
ceptional, Those that existed were either fleeting movements directed against

particularly apparent forms of women's inequality (e.g. the right to vote) or have
been produced by transitional organizations established by mass left-wing parties.

3. The existing American women’s liberation movement arose out of the effect of
the break-up of the New Left on a wide stratum of liberal and radical women poli-
tical activists, The women's liberation movement reflects the New Left doctrine
that members of oppressed groups should devote themselves to independent and exclu-
sive organizations designed to fight that oppression, and that only such indepen-
dent and exclusive groups can effectively fight that oppression,

4, The women's liberation movement is essentially ideological being directed at
publicizing the manifold oppression of women and changing the social ad personal
attitudes of the women involved in the movement, Direct agitation against the
state and other bourgeois institutions (e.g. over abortion reform, equal pay) has
been distinctly secondary,

5o In contrast to the black movement, the existing women®’s liberatbn movement
does not enjoy general sympathy among the female population and has not succeeded
in politicalizing the women of any significant social group. The existing women’s
liberation movement is organically incapable of drawing in working class womes.

6. The existing women®'s liberation movement is transitory because it is isolated
as a current within the petty-bourgeois left-liberal milieu, having a foundation
neither in the sympathy of the femasle population nor in concrete struggles against
the ruling class,

7. The program of Women and Revolytion is a correct Marxist program for the woman
guestion, ideally designed to be implemented by a transitional organization staffed
by cadre of a mass socialist party., It is unlikely that this program will make
serious inroads into the women's liberation movement as such,

8, Because the existing women®s liberation movement is an ideological movement
whose central premise is the unique capacity of an independent women®’s movement to
overcome women's oppression, a Leninist party cannot fight for hegemony over it
(any more than it can fight for hegemony over the exclusionist black movement), To
the extent that women's liberation activists are won to the view that the oppres-
sion of women can only be overcome through a socialist revolution led by an irte-
grated party, the question of an independent women®s movement is transformed from
a principled to a tactical one.

9. The SL's goal in the women®s liberation movement is torecruit individual ac-
tivists, who out of a concern for the oppression of women are brought to see the
need for the reconstruction of society in conformity with the principles of scien-
tific socialism, The main activities of the Women and Revolution group should,
therefore, be propagandistic, at a high theoretical level, rather than agitation
over program or organizational maneuvering within the movement,

==Joseph Seymour, 3 September 1971
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COMMENTS ON THE SOUTH
- Joe Vetter

On p. 13 of the Memorandum to the Central Commlittee on the
Transformation of the Spartacist League, the southern perspectives
of the SL are inadequafely discussed. First, it is a.blanket
statement which 1s only true now, and which has onlybeen true since
about June, 1969.

Between 1966 and June 1969, despite the lack of sufficlent cadrey
the New Orleans SL functioned as a Southern regional center with
a small network of contacts throughout the South and intervention
in reglonal activities., 1In addition, the New Orleans SL, in this
period, attempted to act as a co-ordinating body for the rest of
the SL members in the South.

Because of the break-up of the New Orleans center in summer, 1969,
and the resulting relocation of the Southern center to Austin, we
have 1solated the SL from the centers of the Southern movement,
(i.e., from Houston, Atlanta, and New Orleans).

Austin 1s 4solated from the main arena of Southern struggles since
it is a combination of a college town and a seat of state bureau-
cracy. Moving the SL Southern center there has had the same
result as moving the NO to Ithaca would have had. The movement in
Austin is student based and with the decline of that base our
contact with the Southern movement has likewise declined,

In terms of the influx of capital and the increase in aigration
(many from California), it appears that the South and particularly
the Gulf Coast between Houston and Mobile will become the equiva-
lent of what California has been over the past few decades.

This will probably result in increased union struggles as workers
migrating from other areas face the semi-sweat-shop conditlons.of
an unorganized South.

In terms of the Black movement, we still remain gapaple of recruit-
ing Black cadre in the South. Nationalism 1s at its hardest in
the South only soft by non-Southern terms.

In addition, the breakup of PL in the South has left us as the only
hard revolutionary formation left of the SWP. But the work that
the SL (espeelally in New Orleans) put into cracking the PL group
is belng still-born because of the lack of our presence,

We should regard New Orleans (because we have some experience there
and because of its central geographical location) as the place to
bulld our Southern center. The colonizatlion of 2-3 comrades into
the New Orleans area (either from outside or inside of the South)
would give us a Southern center from which to work on the rest of
the South, With the current state of Southern revolutionary
politics in a state of transition, our intervention now will

be key to fairly easily gaining hegemony over the revolutionary
left in the South.

5 September, 1971



Moore-=Stuart Statement

The recent events in the SL have given rise to a situation
which seriously jeopardizes the elements of inner party life, most
importantly an openness which is essential if cadre is to develop
through struggle. Our analysis of what has happened contains both
agiimplicit and explicit criticism of the actions of the SL leader-
ship.

; The unprincipled resignation of Marvin T., which can only be
seen as a political crime, as political cowardice is always a crime--
followed, by David Cunningham's own admission, of unprincipled
actions, as well as non-actions, made what can only be oversimplified
as a tense situation. We believe that this situation was used by
the SL National Office to head off, through making it ineffective, the
needed rehash and criticism of the functioning of the National
Office in the international arena, That such an accounting and
criticlsm is needed, an opinion often expressed by Comrades Moore
and Stuart, we regard as still an unassailable position, and we
will detall some of our criticisms here.

a) The IDB (International Discussion Bulletin) is a chief bone
of contention. Since the European trip of 1970 the SL has been
faced with the task of organizing international discussion in a very
concrete manner, a committment undertaken by the SL 1n conjunction
with two European organizations, the IKD and the RCL. In spite of
repeated requests from both the IKD and the RCL--including an offer
by the RCL to publish the IDB in four weeks if given the material,
despite their gualitatively smaller size and resources--not one
concrete step has been made by the leadership to fulfill this commit-
ment though all the material has been at hand for at least 8 months.
Through this inaction, our relationship with both the RCL and the
IKD has degenerated-~-the non-appearance of the IDB means we have
been entirely silent on our political differences with these organi-
zations for the past year except for the 14 March letter, differences
which are in no way academic, but crucial to their functioning. It
need not be restated that the non-appearance of the IDB is in spite
of the expanded CC plenum motion of Sept. 1971 which was to immediate-
ly crash out the 1DB.

b) The non-support from the National Office in terms of l1lit-
erature from October 1971 to March 1972 to Comrade Moore has been
fully detalled in the discussions on the infamous Boston secretariat--
though the point should be reiterated that Comrade Robertson knew
of the existence of such a 'secretariat' from late August 1971
through to the decision to liquidate it in December 1971, a fact
which did not stop him from charging the comrades involved with
'conspiracy.' If there was such a conspiracy, then the non-action
of the leadership in breaking it up for 4 months 1s hardly an
encouraging sign.

¢) The charge has been made that no information exists on the
split in the German movement--the comrades should know that copy for
the Marxist Studies on the split in Spartacus-KJO, translated by
Dimir and John Sharpe including an explanatory introduction by
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Comrade Moore to enable comrades to more easily wade their way
through the translated German prose has been ready for over a month.
Without the publication of this Marxist Studies, no intelligent and
final determination can be arrived at concerning the nature of split
in Spartacus KJO in the party and youth as a whole.

d) Various comrades from the National Office have made the
charge that a) no reports have been received from Comrade Moore since
March (cf. Comrade Seymour) and b) the reports have not made the
situation clear. (cf. Comrade Robertson). We request the National
Office to append to the documents on this situation the report of
Comrade Moore of 26 April and the PB minutes No., 48 (the section
dealing with the international report). For ease of clarification
we also suggest that the letter of Comrade Stuart to the PB of 30
May also be included in this extension of the available documents.

There are other instances of non-action on the international
arena, such things as the Vietnamese pamphlet translated from the
French by Comrade Sharpe in the summer of 1971 which has not yet
appeared, but some understanding must be given to the question of
our admitted lack of resources and manpower to do everything. How-
ever, there 1s a question of priorities:

"The problem is Liz's and also my work priorities. We
decided to go ahead and get the Spartacist out as soon as
possible even though this means postponing our draft
conference document on the woman question.---a serlous
delay since our National Conference, after a months un-
certainty, has again and adamantly been set for labor day
weekend by the PB. We thought we have to get out
the Spartacist because if not done now the ever mounting
pressure of conference preparation would surely preclude
its production until sometime after the conference and
the contents of the issue is of special international
value, Furthermore my own urgent priorities have shoved
the IDB down the priorityllist., We have now, etc.....
(Robertson to Moore, 30 April 1972. Emphasis added.
footnote-~Cmde. Moore wrote in opposition to the
Spartacist taking priority over the IDB,)

The main issue that 1s implicit in the above 1is that the writing of
the document on the woman question precedes in priority the publica-
tion of the IDB, that is, precedes our responsibility to the recon-
struction of the Fourth International, of which the IDB 1s an admit-
tedly pitiful small step--but necessary. It is unprecedented in the
SL and Communist history for a fraction to be unable to write at
least a draft document of its own work and perspectives. Insofar as
it does not meet this elementary qualification, it does not exist
politically.

The above inactivity of the SL, in conjunction with what we
consider to be a misplacing of priorities, the placing of national
priorities above international priorities, is a fundamental failure
of the SL, we are the only Trotskyist organization even remotely
capable of beginning the rebuilding of the Fourth International, and
it is our principle duty to do so to the best of our ability. Further:
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more, it is only through such activity successfully completed that we
have any hope of becoming a viable national organlization--national
isolation continued over a long period of time will destroy us, inev-
itably. The above criticisms of the non-functioning of the SL in

the international arena have been of long-standing, the return of
Comrade Moore from Europe made them an immediate question. That

this return coincided with the disintegration of political morale on
the part of some comrades, most notably Marvin T., made a tactical

v opportunity for the leadership to circumvent these criticisms, to
avoid a discussion of the non-functioning of the SL in this area,
s and of the SL priorities in general., We maintain that this tactical

opportunity led the SL into a violation of democratic centralism in
the following ways.

a) There have been slanderous attacks on Comrades Moore and
Stuart--lying, conspiring, deceiving, double recruiting, (especially
in the international movement, i.e. building a power bloc with another
national tendency against the SL)=--for none of which 1s there one
shred of proof, or even indications. What there has been, and what
has been used to bolster these accusations, is private opinilons,
held by Comrades Moore and Stuart about the personal attributes of
some of the SL comrades. The implication has been made that such
opinions about other SL members are not permissible. In this context
we quote Comrade Lenin on Radek:

"[Radek] conducted himself like an impudent, impertinent
stupid huckster. If Radek did not understand what he
was dolng, he 1s a little fool. If he understood, he

is a huckster."

In the same letter he also wrote that Platakov "doesn't have a
particle of brains; he's like a little pig." After a quarrel with
Piatakov and Bukharin, he wrote in 1916 (November)

"I have done everything possible for a 'peaceful' settlement.
If you don't like it, I'll smash your faces and show you up as
little fools before the whole world."

In February, 1917--six months before the fusion, Lenin wrote,

"Trotsky arrived and that scoundrel at once pulled up with
the right wing of the Novy Mir against the Left Zimmerwaldists!
That's how it is! That's Trotsky! Always himself., Wags
his tail, cheats, poses as a left winger, helps the right
. wingers as long as possible."

Lenin on Lunacharsky: TPFuture Commissar of Education (1912):

"From his convictions and literary tastes, it is obvious that
he is simply a poseur., I say candidly, he is a filthy

type, a drunkard and profligate. His eyes are fixed on
heaven, wnile his feet searchingly shuffle along the ground.
He is a moral gigilo."

What the comrades have to understand is that personal opinions do not,
and should not, influence political solidarity on issues--it 1is not
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necessary to 'like' your comrades to be a loyal member of an organ-
izagion—-a distinction which became very blurred in the discussions
n Boston.

A point must be made about certain breaches in democratic
centralist functioning which have occurred, about which questions
have been raised, and there have been no answers--the first, which
Stuart asked about at last Sunday's meeting, was "what Saturday meet-
ing" which was being referred to by certain comrades? It appears
that an 'informal' local meeting was held without the knowledge of
certaln comrades--namely Comrade Stuart--and with her deliberate
exclusion. That 1s not allowed, unless the rest of the organization
has declared itself a disciplined faction, which to our knowledge
has not occurred. If it has occurred, then every person invited to

that meeting had to be told that it was a faction meeting--was that
done?

Another issue that must be explored is the use of private corre-
spondence. Stuart was told by Comrade Robertson in March that pri-
vate correspondence is only of interest to the national leadership if
activities like financlal irregularities or drug dealing etc. are
suspected, it 1s then examined by a body set up for this purpose and
anything not to the point at question is disregarded. To use private
correspondence to 'prove' the existence of something as nebulous as
a 'clique! is rather a departure from the above summarized position.
That some of the private correspondence was obtained by rifling the
personal belonglings of one comrade does not need comment. It stinks,
This does not imply that Comrade Moore does not stand by the charac-
terizations expressed in the letters read aloud, they are his opinion,
to which he 1s entitled, as long as he acts like a member of this
organization his opinions are only of interest to those who agree
with them. That the tone of the criticisms leveled at certain com-
rades 1is harsh does not mitigate against his right to express those
opinions within the organization to whomever he pleases.

Trotsky, Writings 1938-39, Page 123:

"To appeal to internal party democracy and at the same

time to complain about 'tone' does not seem very convincing
to me. Democracy 1is limited by centralism, that is, by

the necessity for unity in action. But it is an error

to state: Since we have democracy, therefore do not

dare to open your mouth too wide or to speak in a tone
which displeases us." [emphasis in original.]

(note: Trotsky makes the distinction clear between
harshness and intrigue, a distinction which apparently

has passed some comrades by in the Marv = Moore analysis.)

That politically knowledgeable people made such a mistake is not
creditable, there are factionally experienced people in the SL and
they know better., That they have imposed this mistaken conception of
inner party democracy on younger comrades 1s a politically opportunist
manuever, That they have fostered confusion in the ranks of the SL

on the differences between a tactical mistake committed in the heat

of action (Moore's mistake in Europe) and the question of a principled
break of discipline--not following the party line, betraying inner



-

5.

party material to alien organizations, etc., can not be laid to
ignorance of the difference, but to a desire to make ineffective any
criticism of the National Office functioning. The above departure
from Democratic Centralist practice are, to our knowledge, an isolated
instance. As a precedent they are disastrous, and must be repudiated
by the leadership. If allowed to stand, they will stifle all inner
p:igy gctivity-—most notably criticism, which should be sought, not

s led.

Submitted to PB No. 53,
15 July 1972

Signed: Moore

Stuart
cc: Moore

Vote on Moore-Stuart Statement in
Second Session of PB No. 53, 16 July 1972

Motion: To support the Moore-~Stuart Statement,
for: PB: none

full CC: none

alt gg: Moore
fraternal: none

N.O., staff: none

against: PB: Robertson, Samuels (RCY), Kinder, Seymour, Gordon
full CC: Crawford, Brosius, Schaefer (RCY)
alt CC: Salant, Kelly, Jennings
fraternal: D-1124

N.O. staff: Cantor, Russell, Ryan

abstaining: full CC: Cunningham

not voting: none

Motion defeated




Motion on Moore Oral Report of 16 July 1972:

Motion: The PB notes that Moore has declared in his oral report
here and in extension of the M/S "Statement," that:

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)
7)

the Bonapartist Robertson regime is the key 1ssue;

the transformation of the SL cannot go through because
of the regime;

and in general the regime cannot carry out the line
because of the growing split between theory and practice;

there are no programmatic differences [now], but the
program is formal, lifeless; can't be carried out; the
leadership cannot be trusted;

that he regrets he wasn't in the U.S, earlier to "run

the lash-up" involving Treiger, Cunningham, et al. because
then there would have been politics in 1it;

he declares himself to be a minority; and

therefore, he withdraws his name from consideration for
inclusion in the leadership slate for the incoming CC.

Vote on Moore Oral Report Motion
in Second Session of PB No. 53, 16 July 1972:

for: PB: Robertson, Samuels (RCY), Kinder, Seymour, Gordon

full CC: Crawford, Brosius, Schaefer (RCY), Cunningham
alt CC: Moore, Salant, Kelly, Jennings
fraternal: D-1124

N.,O0. staff: Cantor, Russell, Ryan

against: none

abstaining: none

not voting: none

Motilon passed unanimously




Declaration of Factlion

POLITICAL BUREAU NO, 53 15 July 1972

Motion by Robertson: To constitute a faction counterposed to the
actional declaration, the "Stuart-Moore Statement." The basis

v for the counterposed faction 1s: (1) The "Declaration of
Principles of the Spartacist League," adopted at SL Founding
' Conference, September 1966; (2) the operative thrust in sections

18-21 of "International Perspectives," Part III of "Development
and Tactlcs of the Spartacist League," adopted at Second SL
National Conference, September 1969; and in "World Trotskyism
Rearms" (Spartacist #20, April-May 1971); (3) "Memorandum to the
CC on the Transformation of the SL," adopted at Enlarged CC
Plenum, September 1971; (4) the thrust of "Cliques, Blocs and
the Regime" by Liz Gordon, 30 June 1972.

To constitute this factlon exclusively within the Central
Committee until the opening of Pre-National Conference discussion,
in accordance with the PB decision.

vote tabled on thils motion until
after debate on the counterposed
declarations in the second sesslion
of this PB meeting.

for: PB: Robertson, Samuels (RCY), Kinder, Seymour, Gordon
full CC: Crawford, Brosius, Schaefer (RCY)
alt CC: Salant, Kelly, Jennings
fraternal: D-1124
N.O, staff: Cantor, Russell, Ryan

against: full CC: Cunningham

‘ alt CC: Moore

abstaining: none

not voting: none

' Motién passed




